aj 


= ee 


‘DUE 




































































Sam a = 


HIGHSMITH #45230 


392.6 St305h 


7225 


R4aAQCKA 


pnp 








HOMOSEXUALITY 


Lesbians and Gay Men 
in Society, History and Literature 


This is a volume 
in the Arno Press collection 


HOMOSEXUALITY 


Lesbians and Gay Men 
in Society, History and Literature 


General Editor 
JONATHAN KATZ 


Editorial Board 
Louis Crompton 
Barbara Gittings 
Dolores Noll 
dames Steakley 


Research Associate 
J. Michael Siegelaub 


See last pages of this volume 
for a complete list of titles 


THE HOMOSEXUAL 
EMANCIPATION MOVEMENT 
IN GERMANY 


James D. Steakley 


ARNO PRESS 
ANEW YORK TIMES COMPANY 
New York — 1975 


F. PUBLIC LIBRARY 





392.6 St305h 
st 





kley, James D. 


The homosexual 
emancipation movement 
1975. 


{ar Sopris: LESLIE PARR, 


Puree publication 1978 by Arno Pres Ine. 
‘copyrtaht © 1978 by Janes D. Steakley 
WoAEMEXUALITY: Lesbdane and Gay men 19 
ciety, Rlatory and Literatire 

abe for complete nots OW40S-0T348-8 

eo Laat pages of this volte for tithe 


Manufactured in the United Staten of America 


Lnary of Congres Cataloging in Puiieaton Data 


Stewday, Janes D 
‘The Bomoeersal emanctpation aovement in Gemany. 





My research into the history of the German honosemial enan~ 
cipation movenent began three years ago as a background study 
for a larger project on the image of sale homosexuality in the 
fiction of the Withelmine era, It seemed that a proper evalua 
tion of the dated and occasionally bizarre portrayal of honosexu- 
als in period fiction would be ispossible vithout som knowledge 
of the social and historical contaxt in which it was written, 
Later, I was encouraged by mesbers of the Body Politic collective 
to write up my findings for publication and also to treat post~ 
Wilhelmine developments, and this book is an expanded and revised 
version of three articles which appeared in that journal, 

My approach to the aubject still shows something of a Liter 
ary biast the reader will find that medical, sexological, and 
psychological writings have been largely ignored, although they 
‘had a great influence upon (and were in turn influenced by) the 
German movement, I lack the qualifications to deal with this 
material, and I have Likewise left the topic of lesbianism virtu- 
ally untouched, An anthology of German writings on feminism and 
Jesbianiem from the turn of the century is being Lesued by Arno 
Press simultaneously with this book, and these materials will 
hopefully stimulate future research. 

Readers who find that this history ends on @ rather negative 


note should be aware that the German novenent re-emerged almost 


Jmmediately efter the collapse of Mazisa; sore information on 
the post-var German movensnt agpears in issue #13 of The Body 
Politic. Moreover, the povenent had taken root in Switzerland 
in the late twentiss and continued operations there through 
the yoars of the Third Reich: thas the movement has an uninter~ 
rupted history strotching back to 1997, 

would like to thank Ed Drucker, Wayne Dynes, Richard Hall, 
Nanfred lerser, Warten Johansson, Jonathan Katz, John tauriteen, 
Richard Mehringer, Bernd Metz, Kenneth Fopert, Joweph Savayo, 
John J. Shafer, Jx., David Thorstad, and Tan Young for providing 
tne with leads, information, books, translations, constructive 
criticton, and oncouragenent, My thanks also go to the ody 


Politic collective and Leslie Farr of Arno Pret 





for their pa~ 


tence, Finally, the book is dedicated to Friedheln Krey. 
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‘TE END OF IyvisteriTy 


1862 - 1970 


In 1962, @ talented lawyer named Jean Baptiste von Schweitzer 


(1034-1875) joined the workers’ movenent in his native Hesser 





A wekter of some note--he was later to become editor of the jour 
nal Sogialdemokrat (Social Democrat) and the author of a number 
Of Valuable works of socialist propaganda-—schweitzer was welconed 
as a valuable addition to the growing movement. If his new col 
Leagues wore thoroughly acquainted with his past, they may have 
known that in 1859 Schweitzer had published » four~act comedy 
entitled Alcibiades oder Bilder aus Hellas (Klcibiaden, or Pic~ 
tures from Hellas), a play which contained some strikingly real- 
Astic references to Greek love, But Schweitzer was noted pri- 
marily as a weiter who could depict the social life of various 
classes with keen insights {t was his novel Lucinde oder Kapital 
und Arbeit (Lucinde, or Capital and Labor) which had first brought 
him to the attention of the movenent's leader, Ferdinand Lassalle, 
and Schweitesr's propriety was unchallenged. 

In August of that year, two elderly ladies enjoying a quict 
‘stroll through the public park of Mannheim came upon Schweitzer 
and an unidentified young man in a highly compromising situation. 





2 
Justice vas swift: Schveitser appeared in court on Septenber 5, 
and he wat found guilty of public indecency and sentenced to two 
weeks in jail. ‘there vere, of course, further repercussions: 
Schweitzer was disbarred from the practice of law, and the career 
he had planned as a political organizer was clearly in trouble. 

Looking back on these events sone fifty years later, the 
‘great Social Denpcratic leader August Bebel observed: 


‘the offense would have been punished far more severely if 
the boy involved could have been apprehended. The attempt 
failed. But other boys of whom Schweitzer had made the 
Sane denand were indeed found. He was thereupon convicted. 
Out of zeal to clear Schweitzer's name, an attenpt was 
mado to prove his innocence. In the interest of historical 
truth, such efforts should be eschewed. And no matter 

how freely one regards same-sex love, it was clearly 
Aishonorable to seek its gratification in broad daylight, 
in a public park, and with a school-age boy. (1) 





‘The disapproval expressed by Bebel vas voiced in even stronger 


terns by many of Schweitzer's working-class colleague! 





In 1863, Lassaie founded the Universal German Workingnen'e 
Awsociation, and Schweitzer's attespt to join the Frankfurt 
chapter was hotly contested by sone sesbers, Lassalle personally 
Antervened on behalf of Schweitzer and wrote to him: 


Assuming that what the newspapers said at the time about 
the reason for your conviction was true, I know one 
thing: the regrettable and, to sy taste, incomprehensible 
inclination imputed to you is one of those trespasses 
Which have absolutely nothing to do with a man's political 
character. Such a reaction tovard a man of your character 
and intelligence proves only how confused and philistine 
the political concepts of cur people still are... . (2) 


With the backing of Lassalle, Schweitzer (vbo continued to protest 


his innocence) was duly admitted to the Association. He rose to 


3 
the presidency of the organizatica in 1867, and on September 7 

he was elected to the Reichstag of the tlorth German Confedera~ 
tion. 

To a very appreciable extent, the continuation of Schweitzer's 
political career was due to the Liberalism of the leading social- 
fet of the times--a role to be assumed for the succeeding genera- 
tion by August Bebel. ‘The opposition of Schweiteer's Frankfurt 
colleagues, however, points to the fact that socialist opinion 
was by no means undivided, During the decades to come, when the 
Social Democratic Farty clearly eneryed as the chanpion of hono~ 
semual emancipation, the subject would remain controversial within 
the ranks of the German left. 

At the sane tine that Schweitzer was undergoing the ordeal 
of public exposure in court, another German lawyer was actively 
secking exposure and entering a preesptory plea of dnnocence 
before @ tribunal of a different sort~-his fanily. In the second 
half of 1962, Karl Heinrich Ulrichs (1825-1895) wrote a serie: 
of letters to his fanily in which he forthrightly confronted then 
with his homosexuality and challenged then to understand and 
accept his sexual proclivities.? in a postscript to the second 


of these letters, written as a circular to eight relatives, Ul- 





richs gave notice that he planned to Launch an educational cam 
paign, an undertaking "of the utmost necessity," by issuing a 
series of writings on the subject. 


over the course of the next seventeen years, Ulrichs wrote 


4 
and printed at Ris ovn expense twelve books which bore the 
collective title Porschungen Ober das Ailthse! der mannnan- 
Lichen Liebe (Researches on the Riddle of Love between Men). 
‘The historical importance of these hocks was later described 
by Joha Addington Symonds: 

Tt can hardly be said that inverted sexuality received 

serious and sympathetic treataent until. . .ULrichs 

began his long Warfare against what he considered to be 


@ prejudice and ignorance upon a matter of the greatest 
moment. . + . (4) 





Ulrich took up the battle for homosexual emancipation with tre~ 
mendous optimism, In the first of his bocks, Vindex (Vindicator, 
1864), he wrote: “It was given to the two preceding centuries 

to do avay with the persecution of witchcraft and heresy. It 
remains for our century, hopefully even our decade, to eliminate 
the persecution of love between men." He clearly recognized 
that he could not pross his cause to success single-handedly) 

fat tha close of his third book, Vindicta (Staff of Freedom, 
1064), he appealed to his fellows: “We should and must come 
forward as homosexuals (Urninge}. We will win our place in 
human society only if we do so~-othervise never." Ulrichs also 
announced in Vindicta his intention to submit a,motion to the 
Congress of German Jurists, petitioning ir to use ite influence 
to bring about a revision of the various German penal codes so 
that "the inborn love for persons of the male sex be puhishable 
only under the sane provisions which apply to love for persons 


of the female sax."© 


s 
‘This plan was carried out the following year, but larger 
events nov forced Ulricks into an active political role. Ulrichs 

had written his first five hooks in his native Hanover, one of 
four German states (of twenty-five) which aid not penalize homo- 
sexual acts, In Prussia, on the other hand, Paragraph 143 of the 
penal code punished homsexual offenses by imprisonment for up to 
four years, After Bismarck's victory in the Austzo-Prussian War 
of 1866, Ulrichs had every reason to fear that the Prussian code 
Would he extended to Hanover. (It was, in 1969.) He became an 
anti-Pruseian agitator and was sentenced to one year in prison 
for his political activities, iis house was searched for incri- 
minating materials by the police, who instead discovered an enor~ 
mous correspondence with homosexuals in various countries, After 
his release from prison Ulrichs quickly relocated to Bavaria, 
another of the states which aid not penalize homosexuality. 

Here he was within striking distance of the Congress of 
German Jurista, which held a convention in Munich on August 29, 
1967, ULzichs appeared at the convention to protest its refusal 
to consider the motion he had subaitted two years earlier, fc 


began a speech in which he pointed out that extant lave wo: 





based on a fundanental misunderstanding of the nature of homo- 
sexuality and had the effect of subjecting an innocent minority 


shouted down 





to untold persecutions, At this point, Ulrichs w: 
by the shocked jurists; the efforts of the chairman to restore 


order were to no avail, and Ulrichs left the platform, 
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Considerably disheactened, Ulrichs returned to his writing. 
In addition to his expertise in law and theology, he was widely 
road in such fields as mathematics, archeology, and the natural 
sciences, Fluent in a munber of languages, Ulrichs was considered 
one of the foremost Latinists of his time, After studying at 
the universities of Gtttingen and Berlin, Ulrichs had briefly 
pursued a career as a civil servant in the Manoverian judicial 
system but had voluntarily retired at an early age in order to 
pursue his scholarly interests. 

1067 brought the publication of his single most important 
work, Meanon, which bore the subtitle “the Sexual Nature of the 
Man-Loving Uranian; Somatic~Paychic Hermaphroditien." Thin was 
the f1rse book which Ulriche issued under his own name) an a cone 
cussion to hin relatives he had published his first five works 
under the pacudonym tuna Numantius, Nemoon offered a conprehen- 
ive review of Ulrichs' theory of homosexuality, and he brought 
his formidable learning to bear upon the subject) the theory is 
far too complex to be treated in detail here.7 

in brief, Ulrichs advanced the notion that the male hono= 
xual 48 a type of androgyne—specifically, a female soul con 





fined in a male body. Ulrichs vas guided in his theorizing by 

the mystical notion of matempsychosis (Seelenwanderung), but he 
was also familiar with the recent discoveries of enbryolosy 
concerning the lack of gender differentiation in human embryos. 

He was intrigued by the existence of hermaphrodites and spoke of a 





Karl Heinrich Ulrichs 


ry 
avischenstufe (intermediate stage) between the sexes, Ulrichs! 
theory, which he had expounded in 2 rudimentary form in his 
letters of 1862, could easily account for both male and fenale 
homosemuals, who constituted a "third sex." In Formatrix 
(creating Mature, 1864), Ulrichs grappled with the even greater 
riddle of bisexuality.® The conclusion of Ulrich’ theories, 
Which ran counter to mainstream forensic medicine, was that 
homasexuals do not choose their orientation or fall into it as 
form of vice, father, Ulrichs viewed homosexuality as a con- 
genital anomaly, comparable to lefe-handedness—a minority trait, 
to be sure, but neither contagious nor evil. tence it was cruol 
and pointless to attempt to coerce homosexuals to change by legal 
oF moral pressures, 

Ulrichs! writings were not widely circulated and produced 
virtually no support anong contesporary homosexuals, iis only 
Anmediate contribution to the slowly emerging homosexual subcul~ 
ture of Mestern Burope was the name he coined, Uranier or 
Urning (Urantan in English, uraniste in French). Based on 
Plato's Symposium, in which the patron goddess of men who love 
other men is identified as Aphrodite Urania, this word enjoyed 
wido use up to World War T. Ulrichs' praxis was so far ahead 
of his times that it left his totally isolated, but his theory 
fell upon fertile ground within the scholarly community. To 
cite but one of the scientists who were stimulated by ULricha! 


concepts, Richard von Krafft-ibing had this to say in a letter: 
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The study of your writings on love between men has 
Greatly interested me. . . . Prom the day—z believe 
At was in 1866-—when you sent me your writings, I have 
tumed my full attention to the subject, which at that 
time was equally puzzling and interesting to me: and 

dt was solely the acquaintance with your writings which 
ied ma to studies in this most important area... . (9) 


Another scientist who was acquainted with Ulrich’ work, Carl 
Von Westphal, published in 1969 what stands as the first paychi~ 
atric study of homosexuality. 
Basing his conclusions on case histories of a lesbian and 

@ (heterosexual) male transvestite who had come afoul of the law, 
Westphal declared that certain cases of “contrary sexual feeling” 
(eontriize Sexualanpfindang) were a form of congenital paychopath- 
ology, not acquired vice, He averred that homosexuality 

occurs more frequently than is realized, and it is a 

duty. . «to tum our attention to this subject. Should 

Paragraph 143 of the penal code be repealed and 

‘specter of prison no longer appear as a threat bo the 

confession of perverse inclinations, such cases will” 


certainly come to the attention of doctors—-in vhowe 
area they belong--in greater numbers. (10) ) 





Westphal's progressive attitude tovard lay reform was neatly 
balanced against what has aptly been termed an alsost “imperial~ 
Antic" expansion of psychiatry's interests.!2 At the tine he 
wrote his article on homosexuality, Westshal was emerging as 

the foremost exponent of non-restraint in the treatment of psycho~ 
thot and eliminating asylums in favor of ambulatory clinics. 
Weatphal's Liberal approach, the prototype of virtually every 
form of clinical therapy developed in the past century, went 
hand-in-hand with the redefinition of countless forms of malaise 


10 
and deviance (including hoposexuality) as pathologies, thus 
establishing psychiatry as 2 major new instrument of social 
control. 

Westphal's comment on the advisability of lew reform was 
part of a larger debate. In 1869, a new penal code for the 
entire North German Confederation was to be enacted, Pruseia’a 
code serving as a model. (An historical aside: homosexuality 
was punishable in Prussia by burning at the stake up to 1794, 
by imprisonment folloved by 1ifelong banishment wp to 1837, and 
by imprisonment up to 1968--as part of the Garman Democratic 
Republic, Ten draft revisions considered between 1794 and 1851 
varied between imprisonment for various terms and no penalty at 
ail.)!? the severity of Paragraph 143 was criticized by a number 
‘of important voices, including the Royal Prussian Deputation for 
Public Health. This body, which represented the elite of the 
medical establishment, unanimously recommended that Paragraph 
143 be dropped entirely.! the sane sentiment was expressed by 
the Minister of Justice, Leonhardt, who had engineered the repeal 
of Hanover's anti-honosexual legislation in 1840, Ulrichs, the 
Hanoverian who fled before the Prussian law to Bavaria, prepared 
@ brief on the question which he published in 1870 ae Araxes. 
This, his eleventh book, bore the subtitle "A Call for the Liber- 
ation of Uranians from Penal Law." 

Another brief was written by Dr. KSroly Méria Benkert (1624~ 


1882) and published as an open letter to Minister Leonhardt in 





Homosexual Couple Being Burned 


(zurich, 1482) 


n 
1968.14 penkert, who published this vork under the pseudonym 
Kertbeny, was a Hungarian by birth who spent most of his ifs 
in Germany and also lived for a time in France. Benkert was 
acquainted with Uirichs and familiar with the arguments for the 
emancipation of honosexuals he had advanced over the years. 
They reappeared in Benkert's brief with a shift in emphasis 
which Likely reflects his experience in France, Guided by 
inst reli~ 





Snlightenment thinking, which held that offenses 
sion and morality in private did not fall within the purview of 
of criminal law, the revolutionary Constituent Assenbly had en- 
‘acted a penal code in 1791 Which removed homosexuality from 

the List of punishable offenses, This action was reaffirmed 

in the Napoleonic Code, and the sane philosophy produced the 
Bavarian penal code of 1813, Benkert cited these codes in his 
brief and ergued that the sodern constitutional state had a duty 
to disengage itself from matters of private morality.!5 and most 
notably, the word homosexuality (Homsexualit&t) first appeared 


dn 





mnkert's open letter, 
The Minioter of Wealth, Education, and Religion, Heinrich 
von hier, chose to pass over these arguments, for reform. Te 
has been suggested that his thinking was primarily influenced 
by hie wife, who vas known as a religious fanatic; officially, 
on the other hand, Mthler justifies the maintenance of Paragraph 
143 An the draft he presented to the Reichstag by citing "the 
consciousness of right among the people'=-an ominous anticipation 


B 





of the Waxi reliance upon the “healthy sensibility of the people’ 
asa legal norm.1© he draft code was formally adopted by the 
Reichstag in which Jean Baptiste von Schweitzer was seated, 
Sumarizing the developments of the 1scos, it is striking 
that the four men discussed here—~Schweitzer, Ulrichu, Westphal, 
‘and Benkert--wore lawyers and doctors. It {s coincidental yet 


paradigmatic that the first to, who come to our attention at 





‘the beginning of the decade, vere Lawyers while the second pair, 
Who appeared in print in 1959, were both doctors, he trend of 
the times vas to take the issue out of the province of law and 
to place it in the province of eedicine, particularly psychiatry, 
ad it not baen for the reactionary Mihler, the homosexual eman- 
chpation movanent of the succeeding decades might have developed 
dn an entirely different direction. 


Nonetheless, this decade witnessed the end of honosexual 





AnvisibiLity. One vay in which this manifested itself van the 
‘udden proliferation of names for homosexuals. Under the impact 
of the medieval injunction that horsemality is a sin 90 horrible 
that 1 should not even be mentioned anong Giristians,?7 the only 
socially acceptable words wp to the 1860s were Sodonit, Paderast, 
‘and Knabenschiinder (Literally, "boy-ravisher").1® Westphal's con~ 
trary (Later, inverted) sexuality and Benkert's homosexuality 
(ater, honoeroticisa) left heterosexuality es an unquestioned 
norm precisely by not creating a nev ward for it. The creation 


of nev, more positive names has recurred as a major iten on the 


“ 


agenda of the homosexual exancipation movement from the tins of 





Ulrichs to contemporary gay (1) Liberation, of the early writer 
Uirichs alone placed homosexuality in a new perspective by devis- 
ing two categories: Urning and Dioning (a bisexual accordingly 
was an Uranodioning). The two doctors both coined terms which 
tumed on the word sex; Ulrichs spoke of love (mannmlnniiche 
Liebe). 

‘Mother ign of the times was the escalating estimates of 
the actual nunber of homosexuals. In Vindex (1964), Ulrichs 
boldly suggested that Uranians might constitute as much as .002¥ 
Of the German population, Pive years later, Westphal allowed 
that homosexuality "occurs wore frequently than is realized,” 

‘And in his open Letter, Benkert stated stated that Berlin, with 


700,000 inhabitants, had perhaps 10,000 horosexual 





48 of the 
usban population, These estimates appear astonishingly low in 
Light of moder studies, but they nonetheless docunent the end 
of homosexual Snvisibitity. 
the goneration of the 1060s vas the first to have fully 

experienced Germany's modernization, which began with the eatab- 
Ushment of the Zollverein (Tariff Union) in 1834 and the laying 
of the first intercity raiiroad link in 1835.) Industrialization 
and urbanization developed quickly over the next thirty years, 
and the appearance of honosexuality was one of many social con- 
sequences. As trade barriers betwen petty Garman principalities 


fell, there was a striking change in the landscape: the walls 





He y, 
Which had encircled the feudal trade centers were tom dow, 
fand the open space which now ringed the inner city was often 
planted and tured into a public park. A strikingly recurrent 
feature of the medical and criminological Literature of this 
Period in the apprehension of hososexuals in the newly created, 


Ampersonal public space of parks (Schweitzer!) and train sta~ 
19 





Hions (Westphal's case studies 





Prior to the wave of urbanization, the vast majority of 
Gorman homosexuals Lived in peasant villages vhere it was Impos- 
ible for them to imagine themselves as a minority, to recognize 
themielves aa a group with shared interests, The eccentric 
bachelor or spinster (and many homosexuals married in any case) 
may have been the object of mild suspicion or concem to village 
neighbors, but they would not autosatically associate such form 
pf deviance with the sin of Sodom, Only the educated aristocracy 
and the rising urban Btsyertum had access to information about 
other cultures in which homosexual relations yare acceptable or 
even celebrated.2° urban homosexuals developed the ritualized 
forma of interaction which would facilitate mutual recognition, 
‘and effeminate behavior on the part of males first became a 
caste mark in the clties, These developments form the historical 
context for Ulrichs' writings. 

Tt is worth noting that Ulrichs’ theory of homosexuality 
was in large measure an apologia pro vita sua. He was apparently 


very effeminate even as a boy, and it is unlikely that the concept 


16 
fensle soul con 





of anina mulsebris in corpore virili inclusa— 
fined in a male body--vould have been formulated otherwise. In 
Incluse (1864) the title refers to the Latin formula), Uirichs 


id the folloving: 





Apart from the womanly direction of our sexual desire, 
ve Uranians bear another womanly element within us which, 
it appears to me, offers proof positive that nature devel~ 
‘oped the male germ within us physically but the female 
iritually. We bear this other vonanly elenent from our 
earliest childhood on. Our character, the way we fool, 

Our entire temperament is not manly: it is decidedly wo- 
manly. ‘This inner vooanly element is outwardly recog- 
nigable by our outwardly apparent womanly nature. Our 
Outward nature is manly only in so far as education, the 
constant milieu in which we grey up, the social position 

we were given artificially trained us in manly manners. (21) 





Many homowexuals Later active in the emancipation struggle, par 
Ucularly its anti-feninist wing, bitterly attacked this form- 
ation and felt that {¢ was an insult, This masculine protest 
was itself, hovever, a damaging concession to the crude argu- 


ments of social Darvinis 





which Joined with sexology in the 
creation of theories about hoposemual degeneration (Entartung) 1 

‘The more indistinct the physical and psychical sexual 

characters appear in the individual, the deeper it is 

below the present level of perfect homologous monosexu- 

ality obtained in the evolution of manifold thousands 

of Years. (22) 
Tt remains for a future social history to deciment the extent to 
Which ex roles have been transformed as a result of modernization. 
One historian has persuasively argued that the fin-de-siacle cult 
Of androgyny was a form of "asathatic opposition" or passive pro- 


test against bourgeois heterosemality.?? this much is clear: 


0 
UWlrichs sought to explain and justify = form of public miscon~ 
duct--male effeminacy-—vhich was and is stigmatized by both 


heterosexuals and honosexuals.?4 


wores 


qahz MITUNE Babel, Aur meinem Leben (Berlin: Diets, 1961), 
By 230. 


2, Quoted in Richard Linsert, Kabule und Liche: ter Poli- 
tlk und Geschlechtslaben (Berlin: Man, 1931), p. 17 





3. The letters are printed in the Jahrbuch fr sexuelle 
Awiechenatufen I (1899) 36-70. 


4, ohn Addington Symonds, A Problem in Nodern Ethics 
Tondoni n.p., 1896), Ps Bd. 


5. Vindex (Leipelgt Max Spohr, 1899), p. 97. 
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‘THE EMERGENCE OF ORGANIZATIONS 


197i - 1918 


During the eight-year period of Ulrichs' isolated struggle, 
Germany was undergoing rapid changes in the economic and politi 
cal spheres. German nationalism, which petty princes had barely 


been able to contain for 





eral decades, vas moving tovard ful- 
f.liment) and the cising class of industrial magnates, already 

woalthier than their despotic rulers, Were eager to soe the fall 
of the last barriers to a free market economy, the internal tar 


Afes and duties that were a remnant of feudalism, The Austro- 





Prussian War, in which Bavaria sided with austria, led in 1867 
to the establishment of the Horth German Confederation.» Only 
three years later, German victory in the Franco-Prussian War led 


to the final integration of the South German kingdoms. the Second 





Neich vas proclaimed at Versailles in January, 1871, and Paragraph 
152 of the North German penal code, Prussia's old Paragrarh 143, 
was adopted for the entire Raich as Paragraph 175. 

German unification under Prussian leadership vas an enormous 
setback to Ulrichs, who nov stood alone against the assembled 
might of the Prussian bureaucracy in Berlin, the Catholic Church 


(with its political arm, the Center Party), and a Reichstag faced 


22 
by more pressing concems than penal reform. Ulrichs, who now 
Lived in stuttgart, retreated from print until 1875, and his 
nest book was something entirely neva collection of poems on 
honoerotic themes entitled auf Bienchens Fitgeln (On the Wings 
of a Bee), Ulrichs waited ancther five years to issue his final 
polenic, a mmorandum to the legislative bodies in Berlin and 
Vienna entitled Kritische Pfeile (Critical Arrows). At the age 
of fifty-five, physically and spiritually drained, Ulrichs aban- 
doned the cause of homosexual emancipation. ike so many German 
homosexuals before him--one thinks immediately of Winckelmann 
dnd Piaten—vieichs made the ealian journey, moving first to 
Maples and then, in 1883, to Aquila, an isolated tovn in the 
‘bruni Mountains, vhere he lived his last years in poverty and 
exile, (For anyone faniliar with this subcultural tradition of 
Southern flight, a special resonance 4s added to Mann's Der Tod 
in Venedig.) Ulrichs went on to publish a collection of homo~ 
exotic stories, Matrosengeschichten (Sailor Stories), in 1005 
and 8 amall collection of postry to memorialize the death of 
Iudwig IZ in 1886, Until his death in 1895, he also issued a 
small Literary journal in classical Latin entitled Alaudae (Larks). 
Uieichs was an all but forgotten man in Germany, but his 
enory was preserved by the ona visitor he received in Aquilar 
John Addington Symonds (1840-1893). Symonds had happened upon 
Ulrich’ writings and conceived the idea of writing a scholarly 
polemic on homosexuality himself; the two corresponded through- 
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‘out 1891, and in October Symonds arrived in Aquila for a two~ 





day visit.? two months after the visit Symonds published A 
Problem in Moder Ethics, vhich contains a lengthy chapter on 
Ulrichs! works. through Symonds‘ collaboration with Havelock 
ELLis on the book Sexual Inversion (1897), Ulrichs’ ideas entered 
‘the Literature of honosexual defense in England at the sane time 
that they were being rediscovered in Germany. 

Mad he spent his last years in Germany, Ulrichs might well 
have found others willing to join with him in the struggle for 
homodexual emancipation. In 1896 the first honophile periodical 


appeared in Berlin under the editorship of Adolf Brand (1674-7), 


Te was to run until 1929, appearing at various points as a wookly, 


‘a monthly, and an annual. Entitled Der £igene, a marvelous word 
suggesting “self,” “sama” (nex), and “aifferent™ (rather like the 
French Ie particulier), this lavish journal bore the subtitle 


"h Periodical for Masculine Culture, Art, and Literature,” In the 





same year, 





snail study of honosenuality entitled Sappho und Sok- 
ates vas published in taipetg by the firm of Max Spohr (1850~ 
1905). the author, who published this book under the peeudonym 
smeodor Ranien, Was De. Magnus Hirschfela (1968-1935). Hirsch 
fe1d, Spohr, and a alnisterial official naned Erich Gberg set in 
wirschteld's Berlin apartaent on May 15, 1897, and founded the 
first homosexual emancipation organization, the Hissenschaftlich- 
hunaniedzes Komitee (Scientifictunanitarian Committee) « 

Spohr moved quickly to reprint Ulrichs' works, and by 
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1999 his firm had published twenty-three books on homosexual 
ity, including a few novels and a translation of Eaward Car- 
penter's Homgenic Love in a Free Society (1694). 1699 also 
brought the publication of the first volune of the Jahrbuch 

flr sexuelle Iwischenstufen (Yearbook for Intersexual Variants) , 
‘a scholarly journal which appeared under Hirschfeld's editor~ 
ship until 1923, Its articles ranged over legal, medical, 
historical, and anthropological aspects of homosexuality) it 


‘alo contained reports on the Committee's activities, reviews 





of fictional and non-fictional publications, and complete annual 


bibl iographi reveal 





of relevant works, ‘These bibliographis 





that one decade after Ulrich's death, 320 publications on homo- 
semality rolled off the presses of Germany in a single year. 
Nixachfeld took up the struggle for homosexual emancipation as 
optimistically as had Uirichs; in the preface to the first volume 
of the Jahrbuch he expressed his hope that Paragraph 175, "whose 
existence besmirches the escutcheon of German justice, will not 
bo carried into the nev century,“2 
Yooking back at the genesic of the organized homosexual. 
emancipation movenant many years later, Hirschfeld placed it 
firmly in the context of several other movements for reform 
Tt is no coincidence that the Wandervoge! movenent 
and the first country boarding schools were founded dur 
ing the sane brief tinespan when, quite independent of 
fone another, a number of sexual reform movements took 
shape. We Will mention only (a few): the Society for 
Control of Venereal Disease, which dared to call an evil 


by name when it was almost considered worse to mention 
it than to have it; the movenent for the protection of 





Srequewsey won waxes 
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maternity, which took up the cause of unved mothers and 
illegitimate children, regarded as social pariahs no 

less than those afflicted with venereal disease; the 
Scientific~Humanitarian Comittes, which took up the 
struggle for the justification and defense of congeni- 
tal homosexuals against legal and social persecution. . 
+/+ And above all there appeared on the scene the 
Pioneers, then called "radical," of vonen's emancipa- 
tion. The first large rally for wonen's suffrage took 
Place in Berlin in 1894, much to the astonishnent and 
consternation of all the bourgeois parties; this vas 
followed by the first large “International Wonen's 
Congress on Tasks and Goals of Wonen" in 1896... . 
Tt was also characteristic for the trend of the tines 
that all of the strivings for natural modes of living 
and health increased their spread among the people dur- 
ing the final decades of the nineteenth century. Thus 
the first lodge against alcohol, which was followed by 
many others, was founded in Berlin in 1896... . I 
myself was actively involved in all these movenants 
after settling in Berlin, (4) 

















‘The honovexual emancipation movement was one of a large panoply 
of efforts for reform vhich came to be known collectively as 

the Labensreformbewegung (Life Naform Movenent), This soctal 
Phenomenon has yet to receive a systematic investigation, and 

4 brief excursus on the circumstances vbich led to its rise is 

in order. 

Folloving the establishment of the Second Reich, the popu 
ation of Germany's metropolitan centers--Berlin, Munich, Hanbury, 
fn the Rube region--nore than doubled within a short space of 
Hime, and abyenal soctal conditions were the result. chronic 
housing shortage, unesployment, alcoholism, venereal disease, 
police terrorism, social unrest—these were the problens faced 
by the new city dwellers, The cry “Back to the land!" was voiced 


frequently, and anti-senitism provided ancther escape valve for 


a 
the tensions of urban Life, Mith che growth of large cities, 

of course, came the development of a sizable homsexual sub- 
gulture, the police of Berlin had a tradition of tolerance 
toward homosexuality which reached back to the eighteenth cen- Lo" 


tury, and by 191 





Berlin was hone to some forty homosexual 
bars as well as one to two thousand male prostitutes (a police 
estimate) .> 

The clientele of both the bars and the prostitutes vas 
ray from the new urban middle class, whose standard of Living 
had riven dramatically during the Griinderjahre (1871-73). the 


prostitut 





thenselves were largely working-class youths, seek~ 
ing to suppiment their earnings or simply out of work. this 
reflects the fact that the incoae of German workers had scarcely 


changed since the sixties, and the industrial workers’ Living 





conditions were actually far worse than those of their parents 
on the farm, It was the nev aiddle class whose status and new= 
found affluence was most Lmmediately threatened by the economic 
‘fluctuations during the Withelaine era. 

As the optinism and patriotic fervor of the Griinderjahre 
faded, middle-class Germans were quickly brought up short by the 
squalor and viclousness of Life al1 around them; but the govern 
mont was firaly in the hands of the Junkers and industrialists, 
and the middie class lacked the leadership necessary to have any 
impact on national politics. At the sane time, the middle class 


was afraid of sinking to the level of mere laborers and rejected 
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socialism as internationalistic and a movement of the faccless 
masses, It also rejected capitalisn as un-German (as a "Jowish" 
import from England) and cherished feelings of moral superiority 
toward the upper classes. Unwilling to choose either of these 
alternatives, the middle class hit upon reform as the only act 
ceptable solution to the urgent social problems. 

"The 1890s saw the rise of such diverse tendencies as the 
Fravenbewogung (women's movement), Wandervogelbewegung (youth 
novenent), Naturhei1bevegung (natural health movement)=-all cit 





by Hirachfeld—as well as other, somewhat eccentric trends, such 
as the Schraberyartenbewezung (home vegetable garden movenent) , 
Ernthrungszeform (nutritional reform) and related Rohkostdist 
(macrobiotic diet), and Kleiderraform (clothing reform) with the 
allied Freikbrperkultur (nudity movement). The German middle 
class becam a kind of ideological proving ground for a wide 
ange of promises of salvation: numerous quasi-religious cults 
‘appeared, promoting monisa, theosophy, anthroposophy, various 
Oriental religions, and meditation. The movements provided a 
wide array of leaders and programs for the amorphous and poli- 
tically leaderiess middle class, In essence, ‘the German Klein= 
iryertum vas striving to bring about social changes which the 





French bourgeoisie had achieved a full century earlier) but be~ 
cause few of the reformers questioned the overall political and 
economic systen of Germany, their efforts were aimed not at re- 


volution but instead at a hunane amelioration of the most urgent 
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‘mE CULT OF NUDITY 


the cover of the nudist journal Kraft und SchBabait 

(Strength and Beauty), 1902 

The cover of the youth group journal Vortrupp 

(Vanguard) , 1913 

‘Title page and frontispiece of Friedlander's 
jiesance des Eros Uranios, 190: 
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social conflicts, The leaders of these movenents vere usually 
highly educated and often academics—the highest professional sta~ 
tus to which the middle class could aspire, 





The Sclentific-tiunanitarian Comittee was founded by a phy: 
cian, a publisher, and a civil servant.© pr, irschfeld was chair 
man of the Comittes and firsly controlled its activities fron 1997 
into the 1920s, Hirschfeld was talented primarily a a acientisty 
his gifts as an organizer were clearly secondary, and his motto 
was Per scientian ad justitian (justice through knowledge). itis 
academic titles and nunerous publications--a complete bibliography 
Funs to almost 200 tities?-—Lent him an aura of respectability and 
authority Which were » prerequisite for his leadership. Yot his 
writings were generally discredited and he hinselt was often criti~ 
oleed by the acadenic establishsent for his activism) and due to 
the anti-semition of the German middle class, the fact that he was 
‘4 Jew Vorked both to hie disadvantage and the Comittes's, 

‘The Committee's goal vas first and foremost legal reform, and 
its fizat action was the preparation and circulation of a three 
Page petition which outlined the scientific and humanitarian reasons 
for amending Paragraph 175 so that homosexual acts would be punish= 
able only in cases involving coercion, public annoyance, or adult= 
ninox relations, Signatures were gathered only among the opinion 
makers of Wilhelmine Germany—-proninent scientists, lawyers, educa~ 
tors, writers, highly placed civil servants, church functionaries, 
and the like. The Committes won the support of August Bebel and 


2 
‘Karl Kautsky, the leaders of the Social Democratic Party; and a 
nunber of highly placed homosexuals (including Alfred Krupp) 
politely but firmly refused to sign. Within a matter of months 
a petition with soma 900 signatures was presented to the Reichs~ 
tag.@ 

Parliamentary consideration of the petition was taken up 
in January of 1998, and the Comittee received a firm rebuff, 
‘he only menbers of the Beichstag vho supported the proposed 
reform were Social Democrats, led by August Bebel.? With the 
exception of a single National Liberal, the representatives of 
other parties expressed astonishment and outrage at the peti- 


that 





tion, iirachfeld, however, regarded it as a major succr 
he was personally received by Secretary Wieberding, head of the 
Reich Office of Justice, who gave him a few words of advice: 


‘the government's hands are tied until the public knows 
that your demands are a matter of ethics and not just 
fone sexual or scientific vhia, You must educate the 
public so that it will understand what's involved if 
the government does avay with this paragraph, (10) 





Iie faith in the benevolence of the government and the petition's 
usefulness restored, Hirschfeld resumed gathering signatures. 
by 1914, a List of more than 3000 doctors, 750 university profes- 
sors, and thousands of other signatures had been added to the 
petition? 

Following Weberding's suggestion, the Comittee also pre- 
pared a brochure entitled Was soll das Volk vou dritten Geschlecht 


wissen? (What should the People Know about the Third Sex?). The 


2 
first edition, printed in 1901 by Max Spohr, was criticized in 
the Social-Democratic nie Neue zeit as woefully inadequate: 


+ .this brochure provides page after page of more or less 
well known names with more or less empty titles from the 
present day, along with hollow phrases such as, "We ex- 
Pressly emphasize that we do not contest the demands of 
Christian morality, whose ideals averyone should strive 

to fulfill. . . .*| thus the issuing Sclentific-Hunani- 
tarian Comittee makes a deop bow to the controlling Cen 
ter Party and to bigotry in general, (12) 





‘The brochure want through various revisions and by 1914 had been 

Gistributed in 50,000 copies. Other propaganda materials prepared 

by the Committee brought the pre-Norld-War-I total te 100,000.19 
“By far the most aignificant event for homosexuals during 

the past year," Hirschfeld wrote in 1902, was the death of Alfred 

Krupp, Germany’ 





"cannon king" and a close friend of Kaiser Wilhelm 
11.14 ‘the Novenber 15, 1902 isaue of Vorviirts, the Social Deno- 
cratic newspaper, reported that Krupp had recently been expelled 
from Capri by the Italian authorities because of his homosexual 
activiets 





One week after his exposure Krupp was dead, an appar 
ent suicide, the revelations in Vorvirts, adjudged by other jour 
nalta 4 contemptible maneuver to discredit both Krupp and 
the Kaiser, had been couched in langudge which simultaneously 
walled for the revision of Paragraph 175 and described Krupp's 
sexual activities as bourgeois decadence: 

‘The case mist now be discussed in public with due regard 

to seriousness. . .because it offers a picture of capital- 

ist culture in the most garish colors. . .. the horrible 

picture of capitalist influence is not especially toned 

own by our discovery that this is a man of perverse 

orientation. The pity dus the victim of = fateful error 


Of nature mast be denied Liions have been placed 
at the service of that sickness! gratification. (15) 


~ 
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‘the denunciation of Krupp was a source of no little enbarrassnent 
to the Comittee, which refused to take a stand on the allegations. 
opinion was divided as to whether such revelations, which "directed 
the attention of the broadest circles of the public te the homo 
sexual question,"16 served to advance the cause of legal reform 
or instead hindered it. But the Comittee reached a position: 

Zt should be emphasized once again that indiscretions on 

the part of the Comittea are not to be feared. ‘The fre~ 

quently suggested "path over corpues” will not be taken by 

us under any circumstances. (17) 
‘The path over corpses—denunciations of homosexuals of high stand~ 
Ang--was rejected in favor of = major statistical survey. 

‘The Comittee distributed 6611 questionnaires to Berlin stu 
dents and factory workers in 1903, and the results were published 
in the Jahrbuch the following years 2.28 of the population was 
‘homosexual, 1,200,000 Germans in all. Hirschfeld noted: 

‘these high Eigures will surely astonish many people, and 
Tadnit that I myself Would have been surprised by then 
‘tight years ago, when the suicide of one of ay patients 
Jed me to tun to the study of intersexual variants. To- 
day I am acquainted with the lives and activities of many 
hundreds of homosexuals, and the figures no longer sur 
prise me, T have observed all too often the skill, zeal 
End success with which homosexuals manage to conceal thelr 
Srientation even fron those closest to them, their relatives 
and friends, (18) 
‘the 1903 escalation of the homosexual percentage of the population 
rone thinks of the .002% estimate put forvard in 1864 by Ulrichs 
and the 1,48 boldly suggested by Benkert in 1869-—was well-suited 
to buttress the argunent that Paragraph 175 vas unjust because 
it was selectively enforced and soreover exposed large numbers 


of homosexuals to blacknail. 
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Precisely this position vas taken by Mol€ Thiele in the 

1905 Reichstag debate on reform of Paragraph 175—the only major 
debate on the subject during the ithelaine era, the Comittes's 
petition, which now had sone 5000 signatures, vas again brow 
before the Reichstag. ‘Tiole argued: "For my part, I wouldn't 
even adnit that this ts sonsthing sick; it's simply a deviation 
from the usual pattern nature produces."!9 A right-wing Social 
Denocrat, thiele vas put in the wnpleasant porition of crossing 
svords vith a fellor party sesber, von Vollmer, who axqueds 

«amy colleagua Thiele, as avery othar colleague vio 

sank Go tats a tac seals voteortog hee ieee 2a. 

do with this issue as any other party. (Quite right! on 

the tote, Naar! heart on the Bight, (20) 
With tha sole exception of August Babel, the left Soctal Damo 
erate maintained stlance on the Lasve of honosenuality, Reishi 
tag opposition to panai reform was ied by the Canter Party, and 
only a fev masbers of any party other than the Social Democracy 
voted in kts favor. 

perhaps aa a result of the failure of penal reform in the 

palchatag, the Comittee began to revise ite views on the tactic 
of denunciation, In late 1905, 4 entertained an internal debate 
on the nerite of « massive self-danunciation: 1090 homosexuals 
were to tum themselves An to the police and to insist that 
charges be pressed.22 the grandiose plan proved impracticable, 
but Molt rand, the editor of Der Eigene, struck out on his om 


course of action. Ke published a stall brochure entitled Kaplan 





MEW PRUSSTAY COAT OF ARMS 


(the figure on the left is Wilhelm II, on the right—Jdentified 
by his enbroidere handkerchief—phillpp zu Eulenbury, the scroll 
at the bottom reads: "My sweetie, ay little snockums, my one and 
only cuddly bear." From Jugend, 1907.) 
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Dasbach und die Proundesliche (Chaplain Dasbach and Comrade 
Tove) in which Dasbach, leader of the Center Party, vas ex- 
posed as the blackmail victim of a male prostitute. The tac- 
the was regarded as a great success by the movenent, 

‘Such was not the case with the next denunciation, which 
was carried out by the highly respected editor of the socialist 
weekly Dio Zukunft, Maximilian Harden. On Novenber 17, 1906, 
Harden published a lead article entitled "Pracludiue" which 
‘attacked a group of alleged homosexuals who were friends and 
close advisors of the Kaiser. The following week he published 
a second lead article, "Dies irae,* in which Prince Philipp su 
Bulenburg and Count Kuno von Moltke (adjutant to the Kaiser and 
mayor of Berlin) were directly accused of *secrot imorality 
and winatural vices,*22 unlike the Vorvirts revelations concern= 
ing the Krupp case, in which the editors had at loast said that 
they Were interested in revision of Paragrayh 175, Harden denounced 
these aristocrats under the pretense of national security but hey 
too, was actually interested in weakening the Kaiser. Quite coin 


cldentally yet another aristocrat, Prince Friedrich Heinrich of 





Prussia, was brought to court on charges of honosexuality. 
Goran newspepers vere suddenly full of the story, and it 
dominated their headlines for nonths: an snti-honoseual witch 
hunt of unparalleted proportions was unleashed. Nearly every 
pigh government official and military officer vas suspected or 


accused of homosexuality. Encouraged by Harden's success in 
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bringing such charges before the public, Brand again cane forvard 
with a denunciation entitled First Stlow und die Abechaffung des 
Paragraph 175 (Prince Blow and the Repeal of Paragraph 175), in 
Which Bernhard von Blllow, Chancellor of Germany, vas accused of 
homosexuality. A series of trials and hearings ensued which 
ragged on until June of 1909 and never resolved all the questions 
that wore raised, Libel charges were pressed against arden by 
Moltke and against Brand by Blow. Eulenburg, who protested his 
innocence before the Reichstag, was charged with perjury. 

‘Tho Comittse's years of effort to change public opinion were 
quickly undone, Im an amazing tactical blunder, especially in 
Light of the Committee's resolve not to take the *; 





ath over corps 





Mirschfeld alloved hisself to be called into court to give expert 
testimony au to the sexual orientation of Moltke. Hirschfeld gave 
Alu objective diagnosis: Moltke was honosexual. iirachfeld's 
appearance in court and his readiness to make such a danaging 
statement outraged and terrified many of the financial sponsore 
Of the Comittee, who ware (perhaps justifiably) afraid that he 
ight someday give testimony against them. 

Instead of pulling together vhen confronted with a crisis, 
the monbership of the Comittee began to melt away, Financial 
support from upper-class, pro-sonarchist homosexuals decreased) 
total contributions to the Comittss dropped froa 17/115 Marks 
tn 1907 to /6038 Marks in 1909, rt would be years before the 


Committee regained the strength it had enjoyed before the 





PANIC I WEIMAR 


“Wolfgang, let go of my hand! Mere cones Magnus Hirschfeld!" 
(mis cartoon, from a 1907 issue of Jugend, shows a well-known 
statue in Weimar of Germany's classic posts, Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe and Friedrich Schiller.) 
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scandal. As Hirschfeld noted somewhat blindly in the Jahrbuch, 
‘it was “Just as in the myth of the ancient: a massive boulder 
Slovly pushed up a hill plunged back dow again."?? Now busy 
making the rounds from one courtroom to another, Hirschfeld aid 
not seam to grasp that he vas doing anything wrong~-after all, 
from knowledge to justice. 

‘The wave of anti-homosoxual sentiment stirred up by the scan- 


dals along with reaction against the women's emancipation movement 





ed in late 1909 to the introduction of a draft penal code which 
Agnored provious reform efforts and oven extended Paragraph 175 
to homosexual acts between wonen, Tt was scornfully noted by 
antivfominists that this measure would advance equality of the 
sexos.?4 Aithough there had been some discussion in earlier years 
of the presence of lesbians in the vonmn's movenent,?5 the dratt 
penal code appears to have evcked surprisingly little controversy, 
Bn 1904, Anna Rbling had addressed a meeting of the Sclenti tice 
Wwsunttarian Conaittee on the comson interests of the women's and 
hontosexual emancipation movements, She charged feninist organiza 
tons with “not Lifting a finger, . .doing nothing, absolutely 
nothing*?® to advance the cause of homsexual rights or to decrease 
the continued invisibility of lesbians, This was also the case 
in 1909, 

he of the more conservative organizations within the women's 
Rovenent vas the League for the Protection of Maternity and Sexual 
Reform (Bund fr Mutterschutz und Sexualreforn), vhich had been 





a2 
been founded in 1905 by Dr, Helene sticker (1969-1943), later 

a director of the Soientifictumanitarian Coumittes.?7 on Febri~ 
ary 10, 1911, the League held a meeting at which Hirschfeld and 
Sticker spoke on homosexuality and the Committee's petition cam 
paign. The League adopted a resolution which may well stand as 
the first statement by any women's group on homosexuality. It 
‘termed the proposal to criminalize lesbianism "a grave error"?® 
and continueds 


Tt Would not remove inequality [of the sexes) but double 
Anjustice, ‘the door would be thrown open to informers 

‘and blacknailers, and unmarried working vonen who live 
together would be shamefully harassed without protecting 

any legal interests. As a minimum, this gathering re 

Yards it as absolutely necessary that medical experts 
swespecially sexologiste and paychiatrists~-as Well ax 

woman ba included in the deliberations on this question, (29) 


‘the basic principle underlying this resolution was exproased by 
‘StBcker ona month later in the pages of Die neue Generation (The 
ew Generation), a journal which she edited: 


Our modern state is built upon the concept of individual 
freedom. Backward absolutisn and intolerance still rul 
dn the realm of sexual morality; worse yet, sexual moral- 
Aty du placed under the law. We cannot truly speak of a 
Libertarian state or a country of culture until, along- 
Side legal and social freedom of religion, we have 
achieved individual freedom in the most private part of 
private Life--love life. If religion is a private matter, 
love Life is no less! (30) 





‘The tles between the Scientific~mumanitarian and the women's nove- 
ment stood in stark contrast to the anti-feninien of the second 
homosexual emancipation organization of the wilhelmine era: the 
Community of the Special (Geneinschaft der Sigenen). 


3 
‘The Community was founded by Adolf Brand, Wilhelm Jansen, 

and Benedict Priedliinder on May 1, 1902, and its nesbers vere 
raw largely from the readership of per figene, Its Leading 
theorist was Priediinder (1856-1908), a wealthy private scholar. 
In his Renaissance des Sros Uranios (Renaissance of Eros Uranios, 
1904), he set down the goals of his movenent in terms that partly 
paralleled st8cker's view: 

‘The negative side of our libertarian goal 1s therefore clear 

and sizple enough: it consists merely of carrying over legal 

and social freedom from religion to the area of private love 


Liga. We have come far enough that the agreenent of all 
parties on this point should soon be achieved, (32) 





om this point there vas certainly no disagreement between Fried 


nde 





Community and Hiruchfeld's Comittee. Friedliinder, how- 

ever, continued’ 
‘The positive goal. . .is the revival of Hellenic chivalry 
(with the greatest possible avoidance of sexual excess) and 
its recognition by society. By chivalric love va mean in 
particular close friendship between youths and even more 
Particularly the bonds between men of unequal ages. (32) 

‘Tha Community locked to ancient Greece and Renaissance Italy as 


model civilizations and argued that Christian asceticis 





was re 
sponsible for the denisa of homosexual relations. Friedlander, 

who vas married, advocated pedophile relations cosbined with tantly 
Lite, and Brand contrasted his journal with wirschteld 





Jahrbuch 
by saying that he wanted to show "nore the Hellenic side of things,"?? 
Politically, Der Bigene had at first a Stimerian anarchist editorial 
stance which evolved over tine to an anti-Marxist "libertarian social- 
den” or "socialitartanisn," closely reflecting Friediinder's admire 
tion of Bugen Dihring.24 


4“ 
Just as the Sclentifictiumanitarian Comittes emerged from 
the broader sexual reform movenent at the tum of the century, the 
Community of the Special vas indebted to the nudity cult which was 
part of the Lebensreformbewegung (see Figure 4). Priedllinder was 
a menbor of a nudist organization as early as 193 and later oon 
tributed to sone of its periodicals; he described its impact in 
this ways 
Of all the modern movements which were started for another 
Purpose but which, as a side effect, redound to the bene~ 
fit of Eros, the one which must be named in the very first 
place is tho revival of naked athletics folloving the 
Hellenic model. (35) 
‘The advocates of nudity attacked prevailing sex norms in a contra~ 
Aictory way, directly challenging the taboo on nakedness but siimul- 
taneously asserting that--a healthy mind in a healthy body--they 
Wore interested not in sex but in hygiene. Friedidnder's views 
fon pedophile relations reproduced this contradiction by ausaverating 
that relations with youths were to be erotic but not sexual. Homo= 
woxual relations, he felt, were unnatural, whereas 
As soon as natural people (who are unclothed people) in a 
natural mood (which is unconstrained happiness) deal with 


ich other in a natural way (vhich is harmless friendliness) , 
ros will surely be roused, (36) 











Many of the ideological features of the Community of the special 
can perhaps best be explained in terms of thé fact that by advocating 
pedophile relations, two taboos were being broken simultaneously! 
the Judeo-christian taboo on same-sex relations and the Germanic 
taboo on sexual relations between persons of different ages (it~ 


Self a manifestation of the incest taboo). it must have appeared 





4s 
to nenbers of the Comunity that their sexual orientation was 
totally irreconcilable with moder society, which in tum Led 
such men as Brand, Erich mthsan (1878-1934) ,27 and John Henty 
Mackay (1864-1933)? to advocate anarchism. 

Friedlinder asserted that a “new phase of the emancipation 
ovement"? had begun with the publication in 1900 of Liebling 
‘inne und Freundesliebe in der WeltIitteratur (chivalric Atte 
ttlon and Comrade tove in World Literature), an anthology of hono- 
erotic Literature from Greek to moder tines edited by f1isir von 
Kupffer, tn an "ethical-political introduction” to this book, 
Kupfter sharply attacked the Scientific-tuman{tarian Com tte 





++ ot must take a stand against the entire recent direc 
tion and attack the sickly craze of our peeudo-scientific 
age for principles. It has now become fashionable in 
hunane-scientific and related circles to talk about a 
"third" sox whoae soul and body are supposedly mismatched, 
+++ This word "Urning". . fox] “Uranian® has spread 
ike a menacing epidemic, The matter has been investi- 
gated, criticized, categorized, medico-hypnotized, popu 
Jarized, and God knows what all. It has finally attractod 
people who. . .intended [only] to feather their nest. . + 
4nd the most vexing thing about all this is that in the 
Process, the elite of our entire human history has beon 

80 deformed that these brilliant thinkers and heroes are 
‘scarcely recognizable in their Uranian petticoats. (47) 





As bisexuals, Friedlander and other enbers of the community knew 

from their own experience that a honosexual response was not limited 

to a minority of congenital inverts. For the Community, however, 

heterosexual relations were relegated to purely procreative ends 

and the aesthetic superiority of pedophile relations was asserted. 
Those with an exclusively hetero- or homosexual orientation 

wore ridiculed by Priedlinder as Kimerlinge (atrophied or puny 


a 
beings) ) he was also excited by the bizarre hypotheses of Dr. 
Gustay Jaeger, who asserted that sexual attraction was based on 
sense of smell and that supsrvirile individusls exuded an aroma 
which charmed both men and wonen.*? Priedlander and Kupftor ex- 
hibited all the anti-scientific resentment of the Geman middle 
lass confronted by technological modernization: 


unt what in the soience of the Scientific-tumanitartan 
comai tesa? 

With minor variations and insignificant additions, the 
content of the twelve brochures by the jurist K, il. Ulrich 
hhas been spread anong the people, not just by Hr. lidrsch= 
feld but also by the entire medical establishment. Ulricha 
was an honest, courageous, and original man. His truly 
Pioneering steps had correspondingly little success at 
the tine, the officious doctors with their armor of 
authority arrived a generation later, vhen the question 
Wau no longer so wimentionable. They thought they had 
Scented out a nev area for theory and practice--and 
their conse of smell ['] did not let them down. Ulricha 
wan shouted down at the Munich Jurists Congress in 1967, 
and he died a lonely man at Aquila in the Abruzzi Moun 
tain in 1895, iis mdical imitators, each in his on 
way, enjoyed tolerable successes in money, respect, oF 
both. The one was satisfied with comercial speculation 
on the sexual excitability of the reading public, which 
bought up numerous printings of his so-called Psycho- 
pathia soxualis) others nade their way with hypnotism 
and, for a fee, suggested avay the love of a friend and 
replaced it vith love for » woman) yet others carried 
OUE successful business via agitation. (42) 


Friediinder himself maintained a double mesbership in the Comittee 





and the Community until 1906, when he led a secession from the 
connittes, charging liirschfeld with financial and edninistrative 
snlsmanagenent. 

the menbership of the Community realized that the comittea's 
petition, which called for the legalization of sane-sex relations 
only hetveen those over the age of sixteen, neglected their interests. 


4s 
‘ey vere also affronted by Hirschfeld's personal effeninacy and 
his sveeping classification of all horosexuale in one category. 
Perhaps thelr most cogent argument against the Comittee, however, 
was thiss 


‘Taken by itself, the very fact that the general public 
never sees anyone but doctors in the movement's leader- 
ship must further the erroneous notion that the move 
ment is concerned with disease or at least some kind of 
Sickness, Certainly sickness can be pitied, the sick 
can be treated humanely," and a “cure” can even be 
attempted; but equality vill never be accorded to 
‘those who are held to be physically inferior. 

he more progressive doctors have now expressly arop= 
ped the dogma that same~sox love is a sickness) they 
had to, of course, or their clients would have left 
them, (43) 


Priediinder charged Hirschfeld with opportunism in refusing to 
acknowledge the existence of bisaxuality and insisting upon the 
existence of a third sex. lirschfeld in turn accused Fried= 


Ander of proving "grist for the mill of our enentea"*4 by pro- 





pounding the superiority of homosexual relations with « bisexual 
context, the third-sex theory was under sharp and cogent attack 
from Priediinder, Freud, and others, and irschfeld quietly put 
4 aside 4n about 1910, 

‘he views of the Comunity of the Spactal were strikingly 
Similar to those of the Georyekrefs, the elite circle of writers 
associated with the poet Stefan George (1868-1933). Although 





George's homoerotic verse cannot be treated within the confines 
Of this book, two brief pronouncements from the circle are 


worth reproducing here. Friedrich Gunéolf and Friedrich Wolters 





‘tha editors of the Georyean Jahrbuch fir die geistige Bewegung 





(-o 
4 


(Yearbook for the Spiritual Movement), wrote an attack on Hirsch~ 
fold and the mass culture of America in terms that paralleled 
Friedlinder's, Erotic relations between men, they said, have 
nothing 


4 + sto do with a medieval, witch-hunting section of the 
Jaw or a ridiculous medical classification scheme. Rather 
we have always believed that something essentially forma- 
tive for German culture as a whole is to be found in these 
relations... . It is not moral prejudice which leads 
people to be shocked by this type of friendship: . . . « 
Lt da the antipathy of unfeeling, essentially Anerican 
people for any form of heroized love. It should be 
apparent that ve have nothing to do with those far from 
charming people who whimper for the repeal of certain 
laws, for the most revolting attacks against us have 
Aasued from precisely those circles. (45) 





tn his Wom sntartuny Verfal (14eal ~ Degeneration - Rain), Kurt 
Wildebrandt, another “disciple” of the “master," asserted that 
Greek pederasty had led to “an enhancement of masculinity") he con~ 
tLnueds 

Tt 1s incomprehensible that these forme should be confused 

With that type of Ronosexsality about which auch a ruckus 

{fe nade today, the latter arises contrarily in grows of 

effeminate mens it counteracts military and intellectual 

Sanlinese; it tends tovard the sexual, not the erotic. 

This modern abuse can be suapected of degeneration and 

ie certain of rain. (46) 
‘there is a certain polgnancy to the fact that these vords vere 
published shortly after Hitler cane to power. vhether or not 
they were "effeminate," German honosemals by the hundreds of 
thousands were soon to be interned in concentration camps. George 
hinsalf enigrated to Switzerland shortly before litler cane to 
power, offended by one aspect of Mazisar the fact that it was a 


mass movenant. 


so 
Gundolf and Wolters advocated Catholicism as a weapon for 
fighting capitalisn (which for then was synonymous with moderni~ 
zation), and this points to another feature of the Comunity of 
the Special, Sone of its mexbers, notably #iisir von Kupffer and 
Bauard von Mayer, aid not share Friediinder's vehement anti-cleri~ 


calisn.47 they were interested instead in a revival of classical 





Greek, medieval christian, and humanistic Renaissance values, much 
along the Lines of the contesporaneous neo-Ronantic movement in 
English howophile circles.4® the figure opposite illustrates the 
cultural ideals of this wing of the Comunity, the photograph, 
prooumably taken in Florence, shows a youth with a lute seated 

in a syabollo chair of the type popular in English pre-Raphaelite 
and Gorman Yazarene circles in the nineteenth century. A number 
of unidentifiable works of art adorn the chasbert the statue 1s 
Siniiar to the Praxitelean Apollo, and the three small paintings 
fare of St. John the Baptist, St. Sebastian, and Jesus (bearing the 


cross): 





(11 martyrs for their love, ‘These Mediterranean elenents 


are placed vithin a characteristically Norther ensemble, evoking 





venteenth=century Flemish and Dutch interior paintingy recent 
scholarship on Dutch painting has come to interpret the playing 
of a musical instrument before framed objects as a metaphor for 
eroticisn. Although there may be # precise esblematic meaning to 
the arrangement, the eclectic assemblage of evocative objects 
‘orks sore by connotation than denstation to create an atmosphere 


of elevated and aristocratic asstheticien. 





Renaissance Idyll 
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Aeatheticisn was the major program of Adolf Brand's Der Eigene, 
the journal of "masculine culture, art, and Literature," but his 
hopes for a radical yet cultural homosexual movenent wers never 
fuleiied, the Community of the special never approached the fane 
or influence of the SclantificHunsnitarian Comittee, Priedlindor's 
attompt to establish a Secassion was cut short by his death in 1908, 
and brand served a ja‘l sentence in the sane year es a result of 
the Libel suit brought by Chancellor Btlow-—~Brand's one moment of 
Plorious notoriety. Although Der Figene continued to appear until 
1929, perhaps the groatest impact upon larger events was made by + 
Withetm gana 





(1866-1943), a co-founder of both the Community and 
the Jungwande vege. 

‘the man who folloved most closely in Friedilinder's footsteps 
vas Hans Dither (1696-1952). BlSher vas something of a lone volt: 
he never Joined the Community, and his antimsenitisn quickly put 
hin at odds with Hixechtol: 





But Bither managed to created a trem 
endows sensation with the publication of a single, best-selling 

book, Dia deutsche Nandervogelbevegung a 
(the German Wandervogel Hovement as an Erotic Phenosenon, 1912). 





arotisches Phitnomen 


hsough an ingentously amcrstic approach to the writings of Peeud, 
Pista, Matasche, and Friadlindery ther devieed a compelling 
analysis of che youth movenent as a product of homerotic attraction 
between men and boys, in a book published in 1917, ne Rolie der 
Frotik in der stanlichen Gesellschaft (she Sole of Eroticism in 


Male Society), Bliher systematized his theories into an elaborate 
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defense of bisexuality. Echoing Friedlander, Blther argued that 
the family was the institutionalization of heterosexual desires 
While the political state arose from equally natural male homo- 
sexual relations, The true typus inversus, as distinct from the 
‘effeminate homosexual, was seen as the founder of patriarchal 
society and ranked above the heterosexual in terms of his capacity 
for leadership and heroism, 

he history of the German youth movement need not be spelled 
out in any detail here, a3 it has already been dealt with in two 
English-Language treataents.4? In outline, the movenent began in 
the late 19908, reached its highpoint around World War I, and then 
subsided into a sizable but noncontroversial stasis; the various 
youth organisations of the 1920s were later to be subsumed into 
witler Youth, In many respects, the youth movement enjoyed a re~ 
naissance in the hippie soverent of the 1960s: both arose in pro~ 
test against the school systen, middle-class family life, and the 
crass materialism of technological, urban culture. Both promised 
4 total renewal of society through a return to nature and trane~ 
cendental values, and both foundered on this ambivalence between 
protest and escapism. F 

More attention must, however, be given to that part of the 
youth movenent's history which linked it with homosemality, the 
Wandervogel (literally, “aigratory bird") movenent started in 1696 
as a small group of Berlin school boys given to camping trip: 





treks through the country in colorful, traditional clothes, the 


55 
strict avoidance of women, and occasional smoking, drinking, 


and 





+ BY 1906, the Wandervogel had spread over Northern Ger 
many, and in 1907, @ Southern branch began operations with a 
wonevtiat different orientation: separate but equal wonen's groupe 
Wore encouraged, abstinence from tsbacco, alcshol, and sex vas 
Gonanded, and the groups vere placed under the close supervision 
of a council of parents and teachers. 

Von the anti-honosexual hysteria resulting from the Bulen~ 
burg scandal reached its peak in 1908 and 1903, several leaders 


of the movenent, notably Wilhelm Jansen, ware forced to resign, 





Jansin sid\hin ftioving formed the eoce of a\cowiber-cegeal 
“(Aono vomati tad AeseL€ 4a 2910 a the Jerpvandacvogel 
(Young Wandervoyel). the Jungvandervogel,, Watch nesbered around 
1800; righeay polnted'out that the eeipinal opistt and program ot 
tha savenant vas being exoded by 0 teaaarthip Ancreasiogiy in the 
hase of yoritentonh aduitey tha clothed males in Figure 4 situs | 
trate this trend within the movenant. But as fer as honosenual- 
ey was concerned, he Junpwandervogel never really put ita sarda 
on the table, stead, 4 taeued abiguous pronouncements Like this 
cue, fom tha ize issue of Ate offictal Journals 

vow no ene can amy that tha need tor fclandsh(p in at ita 

wet Se nersmen tha ages of tealve and Granty, Generally 

TE Uay fete t nldale-clase beskprowna cannot Hind at home 

the ft ee" ts beeay intionte,inrolvesant each he Fightly 

cre eind ofS that teachers at public schools becone friends, 

Ceeane nae eh thelr puplis-rthis appears only sa school 

rue friends wityiee for deceased pedagogues. But preciselY 


this: friendly relations with an older person, who dossn't 
simply patronize a boy because of his inexperience. , .this is 
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Tor the Will to omenteukig se ectuer tener got 

felendship. 50) 
‘the emphasis on friendship in this statemnt gives it an unnis- 
takable honosexual ring, particularly when one considers the ni 
ances of the word in German (homosexual "lovers" are called 
“trienda"). But in contrast to the forthright declarations of 
the homosexual emancipation sovenent, the declarations of the 
Jungvandervoge! wore far from transparent, 

And so it remained for the gadfly Blther to reveal in Die 
deutsche Nandervogelbevegung als erotiaches Phinomen that neither 
comradeship nor even friendship but outright honoerotician was the 
binding force of the Jungvandervoyel and that the founders and 
original leaders of the early sovenent had all been homosexual. 





Tha publication of Bither's treatise vas quickly followed by 
deniala from within the movenant and by charges from without that 
4 vau a front for a club of poderaste, the Jungwandervozei 

fowa Ateele in an increasingly isolated position within the move~ 
mont, vbich in any cane was now further factionalizing over ques= 
lone of Lifestyle and rapidly soving to the right in basic poli- 
tical orientation. 

Largely due to the influence of Gustay Kyneken (1875-1964) , 
the Jungeandervoge! steered clear of the nationalistic, racist 
course taken by the youth movement as a whole, A pacifist and a 
soclalist) Wmeken was ons of Gemany's most renomed innovators in 


the field of education. After World War I, he briefly held a high 


so 
post in the Ministry of Education; but his pedagogic efforts 
Wore largely Lintted to heading the Free School Community at 
Wickersdorf, which he founded in 1906 and led until it was closed 
by the wasis, 


I his book #ros (1921), Wyneken advocated "heroic asceticii 





in semual matters) but his entire educational theory was based 
lupon an erotic relationship between teacher and pupil, wyneken's 
recognition of the valus of adolescence as a unique stage of human 
existence and not just an immature phase on the way to adulthood 
Jed him to advocate an autonomous Jugendkultur (youth culture), 

fan idea with wtriking affinities to the counter-culture progran 
of the 19608, And just as hippies formed the vanguard of the 


counter-culture, Wymeken saw the Wandervogel as opening a breach 





in bourgeot society which could be broadened into Jugendkultur, 
‘An a homosexual, Wynoken vas closely affiliated with the Jung 
vandervoge) and he was alarmed at the factionalization and the 
growing pover of authoritarian leaders within the movenant al a 
whole, 

Wyneken and Jansen mobilized one final effort to salvage the 
original spirit and unity of the movenents in 1913, all the various 
splinter groupe created an umbrella organization, Free German 
Youth (Freideuteche Jugend). Yost of the factions within the 
movement, Which now numbered about 40,000, had private doubts 
about the ultinate success of Free German Youth, but they all 


Sent representatives to the organization's first national con 
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gress, which was held in Ostcher, 1913, on @ mountain peak in 
central Germany called the Zoho Meissner. ‘The two to three thou- 
sand paople present were svept away by Wyneken's oratory. The 
groups managed temporarily to paper over their differences in a 
statement (authored by Myneken) which becane known as the Meissner 
ceseat 

Free German Youth, on their own initiative, under their 

own responsibility, and with deep sincerity, are deter~ 

mined to shape their own lives independently. For the 

sake of this inner freedom they will under any and all 

chrounstances take united action. (51) 
‘The grandiose verbiage of the Creed cannot conceal its lack of any 
real content, and within a year the groups so tentatively united 
were finally completely sundered by the onset of World War I. the 
rightwing majority of Free German Youth jubilantly marched off 
to war, winging the old Wandervoge! songa to which new, chauvin= 
istic varwes were added, The pacifist atance adopted by Jungwan- 
dorvogel adherents was pointless in the face of universal conseripe 
thon, 

‘This rather lengthy excursus on the youth movenent has served 
to point up sone important trends in the pre-war period. The 
developments within the youth movenent as well as the wonen's move- 
ment indicate that homosexuality had become a significant issue 
beyond the confines of the homosexual emancipation movenant itself, 
‘Another trend which was to have an enormue impact on the entire 
nation was, the growing polarization within politics, sexual and 
otherwise. The youth movement split irreconcilably over the i 
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(iis drawing by Pidus was the frontispiece of the first Tree Geran 
Youth publication, issued shortly after the Hohe Meissner meeting.) 


so 
of the sexual rights of youth: strict chastity was demanded by 
‘those within the movenent whe espoused anti-Semitic, national~ 
istic, and authoritarian policies, while the Jungvandervogal 
combined exoticism (hovever vaguely defined) with socialism and 
pacifism, 

Within the homosexual emancipation movement there was a deep 
factionalization between the Comittee and the Community: Brand 
described hinself ax "the most decided opponent” of Hirschfeld and 


‘spoke of the “fundamental difference in our methods of struggle,"*? 





‘he point has already been made that the Comittes was an organt~ 
zation of men and women, whereas the Comunity was exclusively 
nmale, The Committeo, which by 1914 had more than 1000 manbore, 
Was motivated by political goalsy the Comunity (exact membership 
unknown, but perhaps in the hundreds} sav itself as political 





only in a negative sense, as cultural in a positive senee. ‘Thus 
the Comittee was open to outside groupe—the feminist movenent, 
ational political parties, and indeed the general public--vhile 
the Community vas a closed group, aiming to create precisely the 
fooling of cohesive comunity Which Germany irretrievably lost in 
the process of modernization. 

Further, the Comittee was rapidly becoming an intemational 
organization: beyond its chapters in Berlin, Ueipsig, Munich, and 
Frankfurt, Lt set up branches in Amsterdam in 1911, London in 1912, 
and Vienna in 1914, the Comunity, by contrast, was a local or 
at most a national organization by virtue of the simple facts 


a 
that its only office was in Serlin and its publications vere in 
Geman. ‘the Comittes called honosemuals a third sex in an effort 
to win the basic rights accorded the other two) the Comunity 
scorned this as a beggarly plea for mercy and touted the notions 
of supervirile bisexuality and the superiority of honosexuals over 
heterosemuals in matters of taste and refinement, 

The Comittee based its efforts for legal reform on scientific 


Fosearch in a number of disciplines) the Comunity propagated a 





Lf-vindicating vision of Gresk culture which blithely ignored 
Aes social and political realities, Thus the Comittee maintained 
@ non-partisan stance, relying heavily on the hunanitarianisn of 
clasuical Liberalism, while the Community enthused for an anarchis- 
the utopia which would put women firmly in their place as child- 
bearers and domestic servants and usher in a new era of male com 
radeship. 

World War I brought the efforts of the homosexual emancipa~ 
tion movement to an almost complete halt. Although the Scientific 
Mumanitarien Comittes continued to hold meetings, half of its 
members wera called into military service.” the battlefield 
oaths of many of these mesbers ware recorded in the Jahrbuch, 
Which also carried a long series of articles on the role of women 
during the war. the Comittee, taking a patriotic stand, broke 
off ite connection with foreign mesbers who were citizens of eneny 


states. Public forums and lectures vere conpletely discontinued, 





but the Comittee set up a special fund to keep its basic functions 


e 
in operation—a move which vas later sharply criticized by the 
Nasis.54 garly in 1915, Birschfeld wrote: 


i must be, of course, and are prepared for any eventual~ 
Tyr tat’ is necessacy, however, is Bhat the Comittee 
ie'able t0 hold out and'be there vbanatter wae is 

Soped will be a quick, victorious end to the war--donestlc 
elo efforts take to their activities and wien the 
Hizwggle for homeasual Liberation plots ap again, £00. (55) 


1. lad Ludwig IZ invested in arms instead of art, the outcome 
of this war might have been quite different, Coincidentally, the 
jane Congress of German Juriats which shouted down Ulrichs passed 
| resolution wishing Ludvig, a homosexual, the happiness of a speedy 
marriage. Cf. Magnus Hirschfels, Die HomsexualitSt des Nannes 
lund des Wesbes (Berlin: Loule Marcus, 1914), p. 956 











2. John Addington Symonds, Letters, vol. 3, ed. M. il. Schuel- 
ler and R. L. Peters (Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1969), 
Bp. 619, 650, 





3. Jahebuch fr sexuelle 2vischenstafen I (1999) 3. the Jahr 
buch will hereafter be cited as Jfaz. 


4. MWixschfeld, Geschlechtskunde, vol. 1 (Stuttgart: Juliue 
Pittman, 1926), p. 377. 


5, the figures are fron Abraham Plemer, Prostitution in 
furope (New York: the Century Co., 1914), pp. 31-32. Cf. also 
Hirschfeld, Berline drittes Geschleckt (Berlin: Hermann Seemann, 
1905) and Hans Ostwald, Minnliche Prostitution (Leipsig: Walther 
Fiedler, 1906). vo sympathetic and closely observed fictional 
treatments are Sagitta (i.e., John Henry Mackay), Der Puppenjunges 
bie Geschichte einer nanenlosen Liebe aus der Friedrichstrasse 
(Wolland: By the author, 1926) and Hanns Heinz Evers, Armer Junge! 
und acht andere Froundachafte-Novellen (Beriis-Wilhelnshagen: Adclt 
Brand, 1927). 





6. In one account of the founding of the Committee (Jfsz XXIII 
(2923) 183), De. Arthur Weil pointed to a fourth founder: Leopold 
von Meerescheidt-iilesem, who was head of the section of Berlin 
police for homosexual matters (a division with some ten employes 
Xt appears that when Mecrescheidt-Hlllesem died in 1900, he left 
te Hirschfeld a list of twenty to thirty thousand honos¢xuals known 
to the polices cf, Hirschfeld, Die Homcsexualit%e, pp. 1000-1001 and 
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madolf Klare, Homosexualittt und Strafrecht (lanburg: Hanseatische 
Verlagsanstait, 1937), p- 23. Hirschfelé was later sorely dis- 
credited within the homosexual community of Germany when it was 
revealed that he at least occasionally "leaked" information on 
homosemials to the press; cf. Jfsz X (1909) 10. 


7, % complete bibliography appears at the end of Hirschfeld's 
Geschlochtskunde, vol. 4 (Stuttgart: Julius Pittman, 1930). 


fez t (1899) 139-165, 





9, August Bebel's complete speach of January 13, 1598, 
appears in Gormany, Reichstag, Stenographische Berichte ther die 
Vorhandlungen, 9th Legislative Session (1897-98), vol. 1, p. 410. 
‘An excerpt An'English appears in John Lauritsen and David Thorsted, 
‘The Barly Homosexual Rights Movement (1864-1935) (ew York) Times 
Change Presa, 1974), p. 13. As early as 1684, Sebel had written 
in bis Die Frau und’ der Soxtalisnuss 

Yot another evil, frequently met, must also be shortly 

touched upon. Excessive sexsal indulgence is infinitely 

more harmful than too little. . . . The number of young 

and old roues is enomous, and they require special irri- 

tants, exceas having deadened and surfeited them, Many, 

accordingly, lapse into the unnatural practices of Greek 

days. The crime against nature is to-day much more general 

than moat of us dream of; upon that subject the secret 

archives of many a Police Bureau could publish frightful 

information. But not among men only, among women also 

have the unnatural practices of old Greece cone up again 

With force... . In Berlin, one-fourth of the prosti- 

tutes are said to practice "tribady;" but also in the 

etreles of our leading danes there are not wanting dis- 

ciples of Sappho, Stil another unnatural gratification 

of the sexual instinct manifests itself in the violation 

of children... 
Quoted from August Bebel, Woman Under Soctaliem, transl. Daniel 
De eon (Wie Yorks Labor News Press, 1904), pp. 164-165. 

in his 1907 speech on the Eulenburg scandal, reprinted in 

ufez Tx (1908) 634-637, Babel stit1 spoke in much the sano terms 
as in 1884s 

‘the Chancellor said yesterday that these events were not 

4 documentation of the decay of bourgeois society. That 

Twill grant, to a cortain extent. What we today are wit- 

nessing to an increased extent, and deplore, was once also 

\idespread in Greece and elsevhere, One therefore speaks 

Of Greek love, just as the similar love of the female sex 

is called Lesbian love. We now have Greek and Lesbian 

love in the German Reich, but ours is not a Periclean age. 
‘Thid., p. 636) emphasis added. 
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Lieber ber Politik und Geschlechtsleben (Berlin: Man Verlag, 
193), p. 155. 
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27, Hizschfeld reported that women played an active role 
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reported that police occasionally prevented women from attending 
the Committee's public forums, presumably because discussion of 
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35. Friedllinder, Renaissance, p. 302. The Scientific-Hiunan— 
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@ nude athletics camp in rhapsodic terms in his Leben gegen die 
Zeit, vol. 2, Eros (Reinbek bei Hamburg: Rowohlt, 1973), pp. 40-45, 


36. Friediiinder, op. cit., p, 300. Hecent research h. 
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in Martin Dannecker and Reimut Reiche, Der gewBhnliche Homoseru 
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Seele von Prof, Dr. Gustav Jaeger," Jfsz 11 (1900) 53-125. 
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Minnliche und weibliche Kultur (Berlin-Treptow: Bernhard Zack, 
1908) , a comparison of a supposedly effeminized Anerica with & 
brutally masculine Japan. Shortly before his death in 1908, 
Friedlinder penned "Seven Theses on Homosexuality." One thesia 
wan: 

‘The erotic and social presumption of women is our enemy, 

Behind this presumption one often finds the wiles of 

priests or some other caste of cheats who make sly use 

Of these gullible creatures with their small and single 

brains. (3fsz x (1909) 13.) 
Friedlindor's anti-feminism should be seen in the larger context 
of contesporary German society, whose middle class tended to view 
the concept of equality as a leftist political slogan, certainly 
Not as a self-evident principle or a biological given. Priedlinder 
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movement. 
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rowed from the Young Wegeliane (notably Stixner) , who propounded 
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progressivism in Germany--a notion vhich was closely tied to 
contempt for the masses and a rejection of popular revolution. 
Friedlinder adopted these ideas and applied then in a eritique 
of the Christian taboo on homosexuality. 
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WE STRUGGLE FOR A MATIONAL MOVEMENT 


199 - 1922 


Over eight million soldiers lost their lives in World War I, 
brut Germany's capitulation on Cotober 3, 1918, did not end the 
Ploodshed, Mutiny broke out in the German navy one month Later, 
and vorkers throughout the country went on strike in support of 
the rebellion. on ovesber 7, a council of workers, peasante, 


and soldiers proclaimed the Republic of Bavaria, The revolution- 





ary wave rapidly converged on Berlin, where a free (socialint) 
republic was proclained on tovesber 9. The Kaiser abdicated the 
following day, and a rally in support of the Republic was held 
in front of the Reichstag by the lew Fatherland League (und Neues 
Vaterland), an anti-monarchist peace organization which Hirschfeld 
had joined in 1914. Hixechfela spoke at the rally, which was in- 
terrupted at pointe by machine-gun fire from a nearby battle 
between officers loyal to the Kaiser and the Red Guard, iirsch~ 
fold concluded his speech with these words: 

‘there on the Reichstag stands the simple dedication: "For 

the German people." Up until three years ago that tablet 

was empty. the Faieer had forbidden the inscription) it 

id not agree with his notions of divine right and sub 

mission. In the future, the will of the king can never 


fuain be the supreme lav. Instead, everything will be by 
the people and for the people! ‘Together with a true 


2 


people's state with a genuinely democratic structure, we 
Want a social republic, Socialism means solidarity, con 
munity, reciprocity, the further development of society 
into a unified body of people. . . . Before our mind's 
eve pass the great pioneers of the Social Denocracy who 
could not witness this day: Ferdinand Lassalle, Karl Marx 
and Priedvich Engels, August Bebel, Wilhelm Licbknecht, 
‘and Paul Singer. . ,'. Citizens! ‘Let us trust the nev 
Republican government} let each person help to maintain 
ealm and order. Then we will soon be able to lead again 
Lives of human dignity in peace... . Long live the 
free Garman Republic! (1) 





likrschfeld had every reason to be hopeful at the prospect 
of @ socialist republic in Germany: just one year earlier, the 
Caarist regine had been toppled in Russia, and within two months 
Of coming to power the Soviet Republic had done away vith all 
fanti-homosexual legislation--an action which was to be reaffirmed 
in the Soviet penal codes of 1922 and 1926,? But the interim 
regime of the new German Republic, divided between Social beno- 
erate and radical socialists, could not agree to follow the 
Bolahevik model, Mirschfeld's ovn sympathies in fact lay firmly 
with the right wing of the Social Democratic Party, with which 
he was affiliated from 1696 until the tim of his emigration, 
A stalemate developed, and the radicals vithdrey from the govern= 
ment} under the leadership of Karl Lisbknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, 
the Spartacus League (Spartakus Sund) moved to topple the regine, 
but the attempt was bloodily crushed by the remants of the Garman 
Billtary machine, now acting under the banner of the Republic, 
‘The official who had commanded this messure, Friedrich tbert, 
received a letter of congratulations from the Scientific-sunani~ 
tarian Committee upon his election in 1919 to the chancellorship 


na 
of the Weinar Republic. Later that year, a draft penal code 
was brought before the Rachstag which discarded the penalization 
of Lesbian acts proposed in 1909 but set the maximun penalty for 
wale homosexual acts at five years Germany was now a parltanen/~ 
tary democracy, but the revolution had been aborted. the bomo- 
sexual emancipation movenent was to spend ancther decade pressing 
for penal reform, 

sme Leading cole in this legal struggle was filled by Kurt 
NLLler (1895-1972), who joined the Scientific-umanitarian Com 
mittoe in 1908 and rose to become its covchairperson in the Late 
twenties. Hiller, who had a doctorate in law from the univer 
ity of Neideiberg, vas a vohenent antiHarsist throughout hie 
Jong career as a political essayist. His writings--ne published 


more than twenty books (including # volume of homoerotic verse) 





and edited the political journal Das zie (The Goal) from 1916 
to 1924-docunent his fire opposition te war, military conscrip- 
tlon, and parliamentary democracy. liller coined the word activ 
dnt, at least for the German language (Aktivist), and be enjoyed 
considerable respect in literary circles tor his contributions 

to the Expressionist movenent. 

‘A short tine after joining the board of directors of the 
Schentific-Humanitarian Coomittes in 1918, Hiller described the 
political conscloumess of contemporary homosexuals in these 
tars: 


A leader in the Liberation struggle, an experienced man 
Who knows what he's talking about, recently assured ne 


oy 
| chat seventy-five percent of those interested in the 

struggle in Germany favor the rightist parties, re- 

storation of the monarchy, and revanchise, only about 

a quarter of those involved favor the Weimar Republic 

or communism. (5) 

Despite his oyn support for the Republic, Hiller advacated the 
absolute neutrality of the enancipation movement: 

The royalist mist be just as velcone a helper as the 

socialist republican, the strict Catholic as welcome as 

the anarchistic freethinker, the communist as the bour= 

gools democrat. (6) 

Ae a result, Hiller was quite willing to cooperate with repre- 
sentatives of the Conmnity of the Special and a nev organization, 
the Garman Friendship Association, in the formation of a national 
‘Action Comittee (Aktlonsausschuss) in 1920, 

» The Gorman Priendahip Aasoctation (Deutscher Freundechafte- 
Verband) vas founded by Hans Kahnert and institutlonalized the 
dlusatiafaction felt by many homosexuals about the academic orlan 
tation of the Sclentificitmanttartan Comittes and the elitien 
of the Community of the Special, the Association attempted to 
ect the needs of homosexuals who had neither aclentific nor it~ 
erary pretensionsr 4t opened an activities center in Berlin, and 
tt held wookly meetings, sponsored dances, and published a weekly 
newspaper entitled ale Freundschaft (Friendship). The Associa 
tlon's approach to homosexual emancipation was an immediate and 
lasting success: its second annual conference was attended by 
forty-two delegates fron chapters throughout Germany.7 the 
founding of the Association was initially welcomed by the Sclan- 
tielotimanitarian Comittee, hich vas able to use the pages 
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of pie Freundschaft to publicize its om activities and expected 
the AssocLation to carry sone of the burden of the legal struggle, 
‘But concer increased that the resources of the movement were 
being divided and that the Association was no more than a social 
organisation. 
"the Action Committee issued an appeal "to the homosexuals 
of Germany” in January of 1921, urging then to hecone more involved 
in the struggle for legal reform: 
Hoposexuals, you know what the reasons and motives of your 
opponents amount to. You also know that your leaders and 
advocates have tolled untiringly for decades to banish 
Prejudice, to disseminate truth, to win the rights due 
you--and these efforts have not been entirely unsuccet 
ful, But in the final analysis, you yourselves must vin 
your rights, dustice for you will finally be the fruit 


of your efforts alone. the Liberation of honosexuals 
| can only be the work of hoaosexuals themselves, (8) 





‘hie appeal was apparently ignored by both unncbilized homosexuals 
and the steadily increasing nusber of local “friendship Leagues" 
(Proundschaftsbinde), whose relations with the Comittee ware 
characterized by conflicting goals and-~in the carefully selected 
words of Kahnart—"a certain rivalry.*? 
‘The next national conference of the Friendship Association 
was held on the Easter weekend of 1922, and it produced a flurry 
of man{festos and leaflets, including one that was clearly inspired 
by the Action Committee: 
Homosexuals of Hamburg! 
Renenber your duty and join us! cn the 16th and 17th 
of April, the Second Congress of the Friendship Assocla~ 
tion will be meeting here: we must deoonstrate that ve 


hava learned to win our human rights ourselves and have 
created an organization which demands respect, We no 





n 

Jenger want only a few scientists struggling for our 

‘cause, we want to demonstrate our strength ourselves. 

Here We stand, demanding that which is our right—and 

who would dare to challenge us? For this reason, we 

must work steadily and everyone must take part in our 

work. Mo homosexual should be absent—rich or poor, 

worker or scholar, diplomat or businessman. We can~ 

not deprive ourselves of any support. Therefore join 

bs, well our ranks before it is too late. At Easter 

We must show whether we have developed into a fighting 

organization or just a social club. He who does not 

march with us marches against us. (10) 
he conflict within the Association over wocial and political 
‘ends was finally resolved in 1923, when the organization discon~ 
tinued its involvement in the legal reform struggle and, para~ 
doxically enough, also changed its name to the League for Hunan 
Rights (Hund fr Menachenrecht) « 

If the Scientific-Hunanitarian Comittee was thus restored 
to its position as the leading political organization within the 
movement, the Community of the Special was increasingly challenged 
in dts publishing domain: Die Freundschaft changed from a weekly 
to a monthly journal and increasingly focused upon literary and 
cultural matters. A third journal entitled Uranos!} also competed 
with Der Bigene. the Scientific-Hunanitarian Comittee rejected 
the "comon opinion that the existence of such a large number of 
relevant newspapers and magazines would mean a splintering of 


#12 put it was precisely the Comittes's Jahrbuch 





our resourses 
which was force to discontinue publication by the notorious 

pyperinflation witch stuck Germany in 1923. this is unfortunate 
foc a number of reasons, not the least of which is the Jahrhuch's 


value as the most accessible source of information on the movement 


7a 
as a whole. For the years 1924 to 1923, information about the 
novonent is difficult to locate and sketchy at best. 

there are tantalizingly few facts, and it 1s fortunate that 
Hitschteld provided a brief overview of the situation in 1927: 


Since 1919, the so-called "homosexual press" has played 
a certain role. To be sure, there vere sone periodicals 
Which appeared even earlier, such as Adolf Brand’ 
Bigene-—intellectually a top-flight production, 
since the war, there has been an absolute tidal wave of 
howosexual journals, although in our opinion there is 
really no excuse for some of then, One of the cultur 
ally significant journals which unfortunately no longer 
appears vas Uranos, vhich vas particularly notable for 
its high literary quality. Another is Die Freundschaft, 
nich took an activist stance in the years 1921-23 and 
Succeeded for a tive in mobilizing the homosexual mana 
The extent to which its current, purely literary orien: 
tation has been determined by its readership is beyond 
our knowledge, But Die Preundschaft does deserve credit 
for scrupulously avoiding the in-fighting and backbiting 
between individual groups and goals that has become 
typical of the novenant as a whole. (13) 














Wirschfeld named only three of the thixty periodicals for homo- 





yeuala vhich appeared during the Meimar Republic,’ Although 





4 fow editors had occasional aifficulties with the law (as had 
Adolf Brand during the Withelaine era), the elimination of pre~ 
Publication censorship and the greater freedon of the prose 
brought a “tidal wave" of comercial speculation in publishing. 
The wide distribution of homphile Literature, including 
works of fiction, was accompanied by « decrease in the munber 
Of non-fiction books on the subject. In some respects, it ap- 
Pears that the alnost legendary flovering of the honosexual sib- 
culture during the heyday of the "Golden Twenties" worked to the 
detriment of the emancipation sovement: a contradiction between 





HOMOSEMUAL PERIODICALS OF THE 19208 


among these periodicals is the only know picture of Friendship 
and Freedom, published by the Chicago Society for Hunan Rights 
(2924-25), ‘Inspired by the Garman sovenent and founded by lienty 
Gerber, this was the earliest documented honosexual emancipation 
organization in the United States. Two issues of Friendehip and 
said to have been printed; no copies are now known 
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Personal and collective liberation emerged, for it vas far 


easier to lumuriate in the concrete utopia of the urban sub- 
Culture then to struggle for an emancipation vhich vas apparently 
only formal and loyatistic,!5 orticial tolerance was manifested, 
for example, in the uniindered consumption of narcotice in some 
howosexual bars,1© and transvestites were issued police certifi- 
Gates permitting them to crossdress in public.!? the great 
obate over cultural and political Lines which had occurred 
during the Wilhelmine era gave way to “infighting and backbiting" 
Unneror avist und Hader) and countless manifestations of spe- 
clalized interests. To name only twor the firet homosexual the- 
ater group, Theater des Bros, was founded in Berlin-Steglits on 
July 6, 1921, by Bruno Mattusek!®, in 1928, a physician nanod 
Karl-Ginter Weinsoth, later a Wari sympathizer, published an 
elaborate tone on homosexuality and astrology.? 

The twenties also brought discussion of the feasibility of 
forming a national homosexual political party,?° for the terms 
of Article 17 of the constitution of the Weimar Repwblic parmit= 
ted any minority which could muster 60,000 votes to constitute 
a national party and to seat a representative in the Reichstag. 
But Hirschfeld noted in 1927+ 

The events of the year 1916 have doubtiess had a certain 
though tha goal of the ongoing penal ratorn ettores hax 
not been reached. For beyond the groups of humane and 
just sclantists, honosexial organizations have arisen 


Along the Lines of special-interest groups or unions and 
have taken up the struggle for their fellows. without 


e 


wishing to question the justification of these attempts: 
br the desivability of their ultinate success, it should 
be stated that all the efforts aimed at creating a "mass 
organization" of homosexuals haye, in the end, failed, 
Te is untrue that homosexuals form a sort of "secret 
society" among thensalves vith all sorts of code sig— 

| nals and mitual defense arrangements. Aside from a few 
tinor cliques, homosexuals are in reality almost totally 
Jacking in feelings of solidarity: in fact, it would be 
@ifficult to find another class of mankind which has 
Proved so incapable of organizing to secure its basic 
Legal and busan rights. (21) 


‘the note of disappointaent in this commentary stems from the fact 


that most organizations of the twenties avoided political i 





and focused instead on arranging social events. 
one can only speculate as to the number of homosexual groupe 
in extatence ven Hirschfeld wrote his commentary. Tt is Likely 
that the nusber of organizations increased rapidly in the early 
year of the Welmar Republic and then reached a plateau oF con- 
tinued to increase at a slower rate, As early as 1923, there 
wore at least twenty-five organizations, but information on then 
4 quite sketchy. For example: in Berlin, the Bund der Freunde 
tnd Freundinnen (League of Friends) held conferences on scientitic, 
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yy and artistic subjects and also organized social events) 
the Munich chapter of the German Friendship Association was forced 
to disband by constant Wasi harassnent; the Hasburg Society tor 
Schentitic Research was divided into two sections, one for men 
and one for Ieabians, other organizations vers located in Braun 
chwelg, Braslas, Kassel, Krefelé, Dsseldorf, Eisenach, Weimar, 
Frankfurt am Main, Karlershe, Leipsig, Saarbriicken, Dortmund, Dri 





en, cbevhausen, tibeck, and other cities.22 
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Despite the failure of the national Action Comittee, Kurt 
Miller remained more or less closely involved with the “ongoing 
Penal, code reform efforts” mentioned by Hirschfeld, In 1922, 
‘a highly progressive code was drafted by the Minister of Justice, 
Gustav Radbruch, a Social Denocrat who had bean Hiller's law 
teacher at the university of Heidelberg and had signed the Scien- 
‘titie-tumanitarian Committee's petition; but Radbruch did not 
Succeed in bringing this draft before the Reichstag. In 1925, 
the Reichstag was presented with a second, unsigned draft which 
Hiller described in his customary acidulous style as "the supor~ 
Adioitic high (or, 4 you will, low) point of bigotry."23 the 
response was the formation of a Coalition for Reform of the Sexual 


Crimes Code (Kartell fir Reform des Sexualstrafrechts), which 





about drafting a comprehensive alternative under Hiiler's 
Aizection. One of Miller's co-workers in the Coalition wan the 
communist lawyer Felix Halle, who elsewhere provided a clear for~ 
mulation of the German Communist Party's approach to homosexuality! 


‘The class-conscious proletariat, uninfluenced by the 1deo- 
logy of property and freed from the ideology of the churches, 
‘approaches the question of sex life and also the problen of 
homosexuality with a lack of prejudice afforded by an under~ 
‘standing of the overall social structure. .. In accord~ 
lance with the scientific insights of modern times, the pro- 
letariat regards these relations as a special form of saxual 
gratification and denands the sane freedon and restrictions 
for these forms of sex life as for intercourse between the 
Protection of the sexually immature from attacks, 
+ + « control ever one's own body, and finally respect for 
the fights of non-involved parties. (24) 








‘the Coalition consisted of seven organizations, but only one 


the Scientitio-titmanitarian Comittee—vas = homsexual grouw.7> 


et 
Biscouraged by the non-political stance of nearly all homosexual 
organizations, Hiller had come to realize that “no matter how 
critical, no matter how constructive, a self-imposed limitation 
to Paragraph 175 would be ineffective."7© iitier credited the 
Coalition's draft, which was published as a small book in 1927, 
with a degree of influence on the Reichstag deliberations in 1928 
and 1929, 

In 1928, all German political parties were canvassed by 
‘Adolf Brand as to their views on penal reform and reform of Para~ 
graph 175 in particular, The views of the Nazi Party were ex- 


pr 





wed in no uncertain terme: 


Suprema lex salus populi! 
Community before individual! Munich, 14 May 1928 

Tt dw not necessary that you and I live, but it is nec 
eanary that the Gersan people live. And it can only live 
4€ it can fight, for Life means fighting. And 4t can only 
fight if t maintains its masculinity. Tt can only main 
tain ite mascolinity if it exercises discipline, especially 
in matters of love. Free love and deviance are undiaci~ 
plined. ‘Therefore we reject you, as we reject anything 
Which hurts our people. 

Anyone who even thinks of homosexual love is our eneny., 
We reject anything which enasculates cur people and make 
At a plaything for our enenies, for we know that life Le 
fa fight and it's madness to think that men will ever en- 
byace fraternally, Natural history teaches us the opposite, 
Might makes right. and the stronger will always win over 
‘the weak, Let's see to it that we ence again become the 
strong! But this we can only do in one way-—the Garman 
People mist once again learn hov to exercise disciplin 
We therefore reject any form form of lewdness, especially 
homosexuality, because it robs us of our last chance to 
free our people from the bondage Which now enslaves 4t. (27) 














‘The German Communist Party answered the sane question: 


Berlin, 7 May 1928 
In response to your letter of May 5, let us simply 
state that the CP has always carried on the ost resolute 
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Struggle for the repeal of Paragragh 218 (the law pro- 
Aibiting abortion)». . 

the CP has also taken a stand for the repeal of Pare~ 
raph 175 at every available opportunity. We need 
simply remind you of the recent [Reichstag] debate on 
the law for fighting venereal disease as well as the 
debate of the [Reichstag] Comittee for Penal code. 
Reform. there is no need to emphasize that ve will 
continue to wage the most resolute struygle for the 
repeal of those lavs in the future. (28) 


In 1929, the Communist Party was represented on the Reichstag 
Committee for Penal Code Reforms by the delegate Maslovaki. 


Following the example 





t by the Sovier Union, Maslovaki joined 
With the delegates of the social Desocratic and Gersan Desocratic 
Partios dn voting to strike Paragrash 175 from tho Geran penal 
code. 

‘The legalization of homosexual acts between consenting adulte 
tn private was approved by a comittea vote of fifteen to thirteen 
on October 16, 193 


Sexual emancipation movement and usmebilised homosexuals through- 





1929, The event was celebrated by both the homo- 
out the country. Formal adoption of the Penal Code Reform Bill 

by the full Reichstag-—the goal toward vhich the movement had been 
Working for thirty-two years—~seoned within grasp vhen the Anerican 


stock market crash intervened. ‘The ensuing crisis strained the 





Falchatag to the Linit, and the bill wes tabled, never to be taken 
ve ayalne 1928 marked the tumlag point in the wast rise to power. 
‘he Nazis were later to develop their om variety of semual 
efor on the basis of eugonice: the extermination of homosemals, 
Jove, the retarded, and the deformed as well as various other 


measures wers a totally serious effort to inprove the Aryan race. 
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Prior to its fascist perversion, however, eugenics was ne of 
‘three movements within the overall sexual reform effort, the 
other tyo being the birth control movement and the sexual eman- 
cipation movement. (the homosexual emancipation movement was 
only one wing within the latter.) Although these three move~ 
ments began with a unified ideology, they clearly split during 
the years of the Weimar Republic, the eugenics movement going 
to the right, the sexual emancipation movement to the left, and 
the birth control movenant to the center. As these intemal 


ivisions widened, the non-partisan stance of the broader sexual 





reform effort became ever nore precarious, and it was finally 
undered in 1935, the relevant davelopsents within the homosexual 
emancipation movement have been traced above, and the following 
chapter will treat Nazi eugenics as applied to homosexuality. 
Finally, the career of Magnus Hirschfeld exemplified the perilous 
futility of clinging to detached, scientific neutrality in an 
increasingly polarized political climate. 

Tn 1918, Kirschfeld's birthday vas marked by the appearance 
of a festschrift edited by Georg Plock, the secretary of the Scien- 
‘tifictiumanitarian Committes.2? at fifty, Hirechfeld could Look 
‘back on twenty-five years as a medical practitioner and twenty-one 
years as the sole nationally recognized figure of the homosexual 
movenent, He was fond of quoting the constant admonition of one 
of his science teachers, "Observe, gentlemn, observe," and the 


thousands of case histories he had accumlated as a clinician 


Co 
and as a honosexual leader had gone into the preparation of two 
major works, Die Homsarualitat des Nannes und des Weibes (Male 
and Female Homosexuality, 1914) and Die Transvestiten: Eine Unter 
suchung ther dan erotischen Verkleidungstrich (Transvestites: A 
Study of Erotic Disguise, 1910), Hirschfeld hinself was both a 
homosexual and a transvestite (a vord he coined), and these works 
Were in some sense apologetics; but they were also monunentally 
comprehensive collections of (still useful) data on their subjects. 

‘The publication of these volumes helped to salvage Hirschfold’s 
reputation, which had been nearly destroyed by his appearance in 
the Moltke vs. Hardon trial. AntirSenites proved particularly 
unforgiving about this incident: part of the Dolchstosslegende 
(Which attributed German defeat in World War I to a “stab in the 
back" by Jewish interests on the homefront) maintained that morale 
had been Weakened by the knowledge that the enemy regarded "the 
entire German aray as inverted."?° uirachfeld never concerned 
himgelf with the Jewish question, except to rebut in passing the 
notion that the percentage of honosexuals was lover apong Jews 
than among other groups.2! in 1914, Hirschfeld gave one of a series 
of lectures on the war with the title, “why Do the Peoples Kate Us?" 
"Ua" referred neither to Jae nor to homosexuals, but to Germans 
perhaps the least interesting question of all. 

‘As soon as the Weimar Republic was established, Hirschfeld 
once again placed hinself firmly in the public eye by appearing 


in a film—the first homosexual emancipation film, Entitled 


8s 
Anders als die Andern (Different from the Others), this "six-act," 
feature-length, silent film was produced and directed by Richard 
Oswald and starred Conrad Veidt (of Caligari fame), Fritz Schulte, 
and Reinhold Schtinzel.?? re told the story of a homosexual black- 
nail victim who eventually turned to Hirschfeld for aid. the 

fLlm received restrained reviews, and one commentator noted: 


+ + sthe leading role was played by Conrad Veidt, who made 
4 Honavhat unhappy impression at the start as an adoleacent 
in the then popular sailor suit. He fell into the clutches 
Of @ blackmaller who was 30 physically unappealing that the 
film by now was becoming rather unpersuasive to the detached 
observer. The highpoint was the appearance of the philan= 
thropie doctor, and this role was filled by Dr. Wirschfeld 
himself! It was al1 too understandable that this film loft 
‘m1 unfavorable inpression. . .and Dr. Hirachfeld's influence 
continued to wane. (34) 


‘the film was first show to the press on May 24, 191: 





and tt vas 
quickly banned in Munich, Stuttgart, and Vienna due to anti-Semitic 
outbursts, In Munich, Thomas Mann now referred to “Mirschfeld and 
his ghastly Comitteo"?*--aithough he had willingly signed the Com 
nittee's petition sone years earlier. 

Mixschfold vas asnaulted by anti-Semites for the firet time on 
October 4, 1920, in Munich, A Wari commentator gleefully noted: "It 
in not without charm to know that. . .lixechfeld was so beaten that 
his eloquent mouth could never again be kissed by one of his ‘disci= 
ples'."3© tn 1921, Ne was again attacked in Munich and left for 
dead with a fractured skull—his cbituary even appeared prematurely 
4n some papers. In 1923, a youth at a lecture in Vienna opened 
fire on Hirschfeld, wounding several people in the audience.7 


For the younger generation, the film was a first exposure to Hirech- 
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feld altogether; a Nazi historian incorrectly noted: 


A certain decadence had already begun to infect German 
theatrical and artistic life prior to the war, primarily 
due to Jewish influence. But Jewish libertinism was kept 
Within certain bounds by public order and police super- 
Vision, . .. The chief domain of these money-gribbers 
vas the Film, In this area, Jewish comercial speculation 
celebrated absolute orgies with the comodity of indecency. 
+ ++ In the spring of 1919, two films stood out from 

the Gsual garbage and caused a special stir, With a mix- 
ture of shane and cunning, these were called “educational” 
films: we are referring to the films Prostitution and 
Andors als die Andorn. - . . This was the first appear 
ance of that man, Hirschfeld, who. . has upon his con- 
Science a good deal of the outrage at Jewish frivolity 
Which was bullding up in the German people and which 
finally exploded in 1933, (38) 





Nirachfeld was becoming the object of such animosity that when 
the Coalition for Reform of the Sexual Crimes Code was constituted 
in 1925, lirschfeld was kept in the background by Kurt Hiller. 


‘the Committee's work was increasingly taken over by Hiller and 





hie protégé Richard Linsert (1999-1933), a Trotskyist who had 
Joined the Comuittes as secretary in 1923. When the film Anders 
als die Andorn was renade as Gesetse der Liebe (Laws of Love) in 
1927, the story and actors vere virtually the sane except that 


Hirschfela's role was eliminated and, in the absence of a deve 





ex machina, the story ended with Veidt's suicide, 

Despite the increasing politicization of the issue of homo- 
sexual rights, Hirschfeld's Comittee maintained the neutral atance 
it had held from the outset, In its monthly newsletter (issued 


aster the denise of the Jahrbuch), this point was exphasized: 


‘The Scientific-itunanitarian Comittee. . .well realizes that 
it mist be committed to the strictest non-partisan neutrality 
in its struggle, proceeding from the consideration that ad~ 
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In duty of 1927, acter a Wasi Reichstag delegate made a apoech 
attacking honpwecuality and Wirechteld, the newsletter made this 
appeal 
We further feel obliged to urgently request of our numerous 
nenbera in the Wational Socialist German Workers Party. «+ 
that they vigorously call their delegates to order. (40) 
Te Te IPETeiLe to understand why honoseruaia were tolerated in 
the Nasi Party, which hed openly anti-homosexual policies) but 1 
Js also aiftioult to grasp why mesbers of the Nasi Party were 
tolerated in the honosexual emancipation movenent. 

In view of the “infighting and backbiting* within the hono- 
sexual movement and the mounting threats from without, it is not 
surprising that WLrechfeld gradually withdrey and devoted more of 
hia tine to the broader sexual reform sovenant, in which he was 
highly respected and far less controversial. On July 1, 1919, 
he realized one of his fondest dreams by opening the Institute of 
Sexual Science (Institut fr Sexualvissonschaft) in Berlin, the 
buldding was purchased by Hirschfeld with his ova funds, and he 
made a gift of it to the Prussian government in 1924. Staffed by 
four physicians and their assistants, the Institute housed both 
clinical and research facilities which were open to the piblic and 
visited by scientists from around the world.4? In addition to 
offering marriage and career cousseling, venereal disease testing 
and traatnent, fanily planning and sex education prograns, and 
poychiatric and physical therapy, the Institute had a Mbrary and 
tmuteum that amassed unparalleled collections of biological, socie~ 


é 


logical, and ethnological materials. While they maintained autonomy, 


2 
the Sclontifictunanitarian Comittee and World League for Sexual 
Reform also had offices in the Institute. Based on the thousands 
of consultations he gave at the Institute, Hirschfeld prepared his 
‘magnum opus, Sexualkunde (Sexual Knowledge) , which was published 
dn five volumes from 1926 to 1930. 
‘The Borlin Institute became = center of the international 

sexual reform movenent When Hirichfeld convened the First Congress 
for Sexual Reform. Held from September 15 to 20, 1921, the Con~ 


on 





was attended by leading World figures in such fields as law, 
endocrinology, contraception, sex education, eugenics, and general 
Sexology. Prom this meeting emerged the World League for Sexual 
Reform, of Which Wirachfeld was a co-president; at ite peak, the 
organizations affiliated with the League had a combined monbership 
‘©f 120,000, the succeeding conferences were held in Copenhagen 
(2928), London (1929), and Vienna (1930). 

‘The Work of the League Was just as threatened by the depression 
and the rise of fascism as vas the homosexual emancipation movement. 
In a speach he delivered at the 1930 Congress, Wilhelm Reich criti- 
clzed the League for avoiding these issues: 

‘the comtittes preparing the Fourth Congress of the World 
League for Sexual Reform has emphasized a concern for 
"sexual reform on a scientific basis" in its announcement. 
Since serious sexual reform cannot dispense with scienti- 
fically based conclusions, this emphasis would be purely 
superfluous were it not meant to imply a contrast to another 
standpaint—nanely, a political one. Furthermore, this 
emphasis can only mean that political discussion is to be 
excluded from the conference. Although it is obvious that 
the fundanentals of sexual reform must be based updn 


science, T maintain that the primary issue to be clarified 
4s the question as to whether the political relations of 





Institute of Sexual Science, Berlin 
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‘a given state or social systen permit the practical imple 
mentation of scientific knowledge—in other words, whether 
or not sexual reforn is actually possible under existing 
circunstances. (43) 

Reich himself drew the consequences and organized the German Asso- 

ciation for Proletarian Sexual Politics (Deutscher Reichsverband 

fir Prolotarische Sexvalpolitik), know as Sexpol, the folloving 
year. the World League vas disbanded in 1935 by its presidents, 

J. H, Leunbach of Denmark and Norman Haire of England, who Were 

Lrreconctlably divided over the question raised by Reich in 1930. 

After the Vienna Conference, Hirschfeld went abroad on a world~ 
wide speaking tour which vas to take him to the United states,44 

Japan, China, Indonesia, India, and Palestine; his experiences 

formed the basis for a book, Die Weltreise eines Sexualforschers 

(ha World Journey of a Sexologist, 1933). But by the tim he 

returned to Burope, the Nazi Party had sade such gains that Wirach~ 

fold found it advisable not to enter Germany, and he remained in 

Paris, ‘he last book Kirschfeld was able to have published in 

Gornany, Sittenpeschichte der achkriegszeit (Manners and Morals 

of the Post-War Era, 1932), closed with a hastily written and moving 

postscript which is worth quoting in extenso: 

The times in which the appearance of our second volume 
falls prompt us to an aside, a closing note which will also 
serve to explain why it is that we consider the history of 
Of the post-war period at an end, not only on these pages 
But also in reality. the depression now afflicting the en- 
tire world, probably the most terrible crisis since a world 
economy has come into being, suggests to us this thought: 
Lf the post-war period (of and by itself a significant term) 
is the designation for a specific historical epoch and not 


merely a nane for all the years which have followed and 
will follow the World War, then this post~var period already 
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belongs to past history. tt lasted as long as the primary 
economic development—and correspondingly the political 

and ideological development as well—took place under the 
Ampact of that great struggle of nations. But this was 

the case as long as economics and ideology had to eliminate 
the accursed legacy of the war, as long as it was necessary 
to bury the dead, clear away the rubble, and recreate the 
Productive forces of socisty which had been deranged, and 
in large measure destroyed, by the var. The years of 

eed and underproduction (inflation) and the ensuing over- 
production (rationalization) can be clearly recognized 

in the post-war period, along with the new forms of human 
Felations, including those between the sexes, which were 
posuible only on that basis. the conditions vhich led to 
the present crisis certainly arose in those years, too, but 
the depression is not itself a legacy of the var; it is not 
another phase of the post-war period but its very conclusicn 
and end. Simultaneously it is the beginning of a new period, 
Which has received from its predecessor the economic crisis 
conjured up by post-war capitalism as an historic task-~ 
fone Which pezhaps can no longer be solved by capitalism at 
all. 

What 18 true for economic developeent is also true for 

the history of morals. This, too, is moving tovard a new 
period, and we do not believe that this will properly be 
termed the post-war era. Presumably, and even probably, 

dt will bring now forma of relations between the sexes of 
hich We, the witnesses and modest chroniclers of the morals 
Of the now historical post-var period, cannot aven dream. (45) 
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‘THE FIMAL SOLUTION 


1933 = 1945, 


On January 30, 1933, Adolf Hitler was named chancellor of 
Gormany, an event celebrated by a massive torchlight parade of 
BA troops through the center of Berlin. Hitler's coalition goy~ 
ernment, however, lacked a parliamentary majority, and new elec~ 
tions were therefore scheduled for March 5. the elections were 
preveded, accompanied, and followed by outbursts of violence, 
Including the Reichstag fire of February 27, which was talla~ 
chously attributed to the communists, The electorate's longing 
for law and order resulted in a hairbreadth victory for the Nazi 
Party, and the Thousand Year Raich had begun, Kurt Miller's 
apartment was invaded and searched by the S$ on March 7, and he 
was arrested on March 23; he as eventually sent to the concen= 
tration camp at Oranlenburg. Through a fluke that Hiller himself 
never understood, he was released after nine sonths and, on the 
verge of death from brutal mistreatment, escaped to Prague and 
ater to London.? 

on May 6, @ Berlin newspaper announced that the city was to 
be purged of un-German spirit by destroying objectionable books. 


the first target of this campaign was Hirschfeld's Institute of 
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Sexual Science, described by the Masia as "the international cen 
ter of the white-slave trade"? and “an unparalleled breeding ground 
Of dirt and filth."? the staff at the institute acted quickly, but 
it was too later 


‘an attempt was made to remove for safe-keeping some of the 
most valuable private books and manuscripts; but this proved 
Ampossible, as the person renoving the books was arrested 

by a guard which had evidently been placed round the Insti- 
tute during the night. At 9:30 a.m. some lorries drew up 

in front of the Institute with about one hundred students 

‘and a brass band. ‘They drew up in military formation in 

front of the Institute, and then marched into the building 
with their band playing. As the office was not yet open, 
‘there was no responsible person there; there were only a 

few vonen and one man. The students demanded entrance to 
every room, and broke in the doors of those which were closed, 
including the office of the World League for Sexual Reform. 
When they found that there was not much to be had in the 
lower rooms, they made their way up to the first floor, 

whore they emptied the ink bottles over manuscripts and 
carpets and then made for the book-cases, They took away 
Whatever they thought not completely uncbjectionable, working 
for the most part on the basis of the so-called "black list." 

‘The staff was kept under observation during the whole of 
the procesdings, and the band played throughout, ao that a 
large crovd of inguisitive people gathered outside. At 12 
o'clock the leader made a long speach, singing a particu 
larly vulgar song and also the Morst-essel song. 

At three o'clock a number of truckloads of storm troop 
ers showed up and announced that they were going to con~ 
‘tinue the Work begun that morning. The second troop than 
Proceeded to make a careful search through every room, 
taking down to the lorries basket after basket of valua~ 
Ble books and manuscripts—two lorry-loade in all... 

Many bound volumes of periodicals were also taken. ‘They also 
wanted to take avay several thousand questionnaires which 
were anong the records, but desisted when they were assured 
that these were simply medical histories, On the other 
hand, it did not prove possible to dissuade then from 
Femoving the material belonging to the World League for 
Sexual Reform, the vhole edition of the journal Sexus, 

and the card index. In addition, a great many manu- 
scripts, including many unpublished ones, fell into their 
hands... (4) 
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More than 12,000 books were renoved from the Institute's 
Library of 20,000 volunes, together with 2 large part of its 
unique collection of 35,000 pictures. On May 10, these materials 
wore burned in a public ceremony, and a bust of Hirschfeld taken 
from the Institute Vas held aloft and thrown into the fire. One 
Wook later, Hirschfeld had the unusual sensation of seeing all this 
in a newsreel shown in a Paris cinema) he wrote that it was like 
watching his ovn funeral.® The Institute, which had been visited 
by @ quarter of a million people, was handed over to the use of 
the tazi Association of Jurists and Layers and various other 
groups. Indefatigable, Hirschfeld set about establishing the 
Institue dew sciences sexologiques in Paris, issuing an inter~ 
national appeal for aid in the journal Anthropos. The project 
was cut short when Hirschfeld died of heart failure on May 14) 
1995-his sixty-seventh birthday. 

Tt may be that many German homosexuals viewed the destrucy 
tion of the Berlin Institute as an anti-Semitic act rather than 
‘an an expression of anti-honosexual sentiment, Some could con~ 
ceivably have approved of the measure, particularly 1f they were 
Nasi sympathizers or male supremacists; Hirschfeld's reform efforts 
had ong been disparaged in sone homosexual circles (sea page 49 
above), Yet others may have bean reconciled by the knowledge that 
iitier's right-hand man, Ernst Rohm, vas a homosexual, At the 
outest of the Third Reich, it was all too easy to ignore the clear 


proncuncenents on hososexuality which the Wasi Party had Assued, 


aos 
‘dppallingly Little information is available on the situation of 
hoposexuals in wai Germany. Many historians have hinted darkly 
at the unspeakable practices of a Nazi elite supposedly overrun 
with perverts, but this charge is both unsubstantiated and insidi~ 
ous. Upon closer examination, it turns out to be no more than 

the standard use of anti-honosexual prejudice to defame any given 
individual or group-~a practice, incidentally, at which the Nazis 
Were supreme masters, The fact that homosexuals were major victins 
of tiagism is wentioned in only a fev of the standard histories of 
the period, and those historians who do mention the facts seam 
reluctant to dwell on the subject and turn quickly to the fate of 
other minorities in Nazi Germany. Yet tens, perhaps hundreds of 
thousands of honovexuals were interned in Nazi conoantration canps. 
‘They were consigned to the lowest position in the canp hierarchy 
and, subjected to abuse by both guards and fellow prisoners, most 
of thom parished, ‘The fev who managed to survive have been reluce 
tant to reveal their experiences, largely bacause Paragragh 175 
Fomained on the law books in post~var Germany. 


‘Tha Protestant Church of Austria recently estimated that 





220,000 homosexuals were killed during the Third Reich.® the 
exact number is unknown and vill remain so, Although statistics 
are available on the number of man brought to trial and convicted 
on violations of Paragraph 175 during these years, many more were 
sont to camps without the benefit of a trial. Moreover, many 


homosexuals were summarily executed by firing squads) this vas 
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particularly the case with homosexuals in the military (which 

included virtually every able-bodied man during the final years 
of World War II), Finally, many concentration camps systenati- 


cally destroyed their records when St becane apparent that German 





© was imminent. 
‘The indisputable beginning of Nai terror against homosexuals 
was marked by the murder of Ernst Ahm on June 28, 1934, "the night 
of the long knives." phim was the man who, in 1919, first made 
Witter avare of his own political potential, and the two were close 
friends for fifteen years. During that time, Ahm rose to 5A chief 
of Staff, transforming the Brownshirt militia from a handful of 
hardened goons and enbittered ex-soldiere into an effective fight= 
ing force some 500,000 strong--the instrument of Wasi terror. 

Witler needed Rdba's military skill and could rely upon his personal 
loyalty, but he vas ultimately a pragmatiet, As part of a compro- 
mise with the Reichavehr leadership, whose support he needed to 
become Pihrer, Witler allowed GBring and Hismler to murder Rahm 
along with dozens of loyal SA officers. For public relations pur 
poses, and espacially to quell the outrage felt in the ranks of 

the Sk, Hitler justified his blatant pover play by pointing to 
BBhn's homosexuality, (A joke immediately arose: “What will he 

do when he finds out about Gosbbel's club foot?"?) itler, of 


course, had known about RAha's honosexuality since 1919, and it 





hhad become comon knowledge in 1925, vhen RBhm appeared in court 


to charge a male prostitute vith theft. During these years, the 
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official policy of the party was unasbiguously anti-honosextal, 
and many Nasis folt that BShm discredited the entire party and 
should be purged, Hitler, hovever, vas willing to cover up for 
him for years—until he stood in the way of larger plans. 
As BBhm and his man were being rounded up for the massacre, 
the new chief of staff received his first order from Hitler: 
T expect all SA leaders to help preserve and strengthen 
the Sin its capacity am a pure and cleanly institution, 
In particular, I should like every mother to be able to 
‘allow her son to join the 5A, Party, and Hitler Youth 
Without fear that he may become morally corrupted in 
their ranks, I therefore require all SA comanders to 
take the utnost pains to ensure that offenses under 
Paragraph 175 are met by immediate expulsion of the 
culprit from the SA and the Party... . (@) 
Witler had good reason to be concerned about the reputation of 


Nagi organizations, mst of which were based upon strict 





groga 
tlon of the sexes, Mitler Youth, for example, was disparagingly 
referred to as Homo Youth throughout the Third Reich, a charac~ 


terization which the leadership vainly struggled to eliminat 





Indeed, most of the handful of publications on homosexuality which 
‘appeared during the fascist regime were devoted to nev and rather 
bizarre methods of “detection” and “prevention."? 

Rudolf Diels, the founder of the Gestapo, recorded some of 
fitier's personal thoughts on the subject: 


He lectured ve on the role of homosexuality in history and 
politics. tt had destroyed ancient Greece, he said. Once 
Fife, it extended its contagious effects like an ineluctable 
Jaw Of nature to the best and most manly of characters, eli- 
inating from the reproductive process those very meh on 
Whose offspring a nation depended. The immediate result 

of the vice was, hovever, that unnatural passion swiftly 


no 


became dominant in public affairs if it were allowed to 
spread unchecked, (10) 


With its singled elanents of condemnation, dread, and admiration, 
Hitter's view appears to be a concatenation of eugenics, fear of 
conspiracy (similar to the "Elders of Zion" legend), and the theory 
of homosexual superiority advanced by Mans B1Sher. 

the tone had been set by the RBbm Futech, and on ite first 
anniversary-~Juie 26, 1935--the campaign against. homosexuality 
the first 


was escalated by the promilgation of Paragraph 175% 





revision of Paragraph 175 in its sixty-five-year history. Until 
1935, the only punishable offense had been sodomy? under Para- 
graph 175a, nine possible "acts" were punishable, including a 
1 one man, for 


kiso, an embrace, even homosexual fantasies 





inutance, was successfully prosecuted on the grounds that he had 
observed a couple making love in a park and had watched only the 


man.1? Under the Nasi legal system, criminal acts were los» in- 





portant in determining guilt than was criminal intent: the “phe 





nomenological" theory of justice claimed to evaluate character, 
not just deeds.!? ma "healthy sensibility of the people" (gesundes 
Volksempfinden) was elevated to the highest normative legal concept, 
and the Nazis ware thos in a position to prosecute solely on the 
Grounds of sexual orientation. (After World War IZ, incidentally, 
this Law was immediately stricken from the books in the German 
Democratic Republic as a product of fascist thinking, but it re~ 
mained on the books in Federal Republic.14) . 


‘Once Paragraph 175a was in effect, the annual nusber of 


um 
convictions on charges of homosexuality leaped to about ten times 
the number in the pre-Nazt pariog.15 the law was so loosely for~ 
mulated that it could be, and was, applied against heterosexuals 
whom the Wazis wanted to eliminate, The most notorious example 
Of an individual convicted on trumped-w charges was General War- 
Rex von Fritsch, Army Chief of Staff; and the law was also used 
Kopeatedly against Catholic clergymen. But the law was undoubted- 
ly used primarily against homosexuals, and the court system was 
aided in the witchhunt by the entire Geran populace, which was 
encouraged to scrutinize the behavior of neighbors and to denounce 
suspects to the Gestapo, The nusber of men convicted on charges 


of violating Paragraph 175 during the Nazi period totaled around 


50,000,526 

29331 853. 1936: 8125 

1934: 948 1939: 7614 

1935: ca. 3700 19401 3773 

1936: 5322 2941s 3735 

1937: 8721 1942: 2678 
19432 996 (1st quarter) 
1944-451 7 


‘the Gestapo vas the agent of the next escalation of the 
campaign against homosexuality, Ueinrich Wimler, Reichafthrer 
85 und head of the Gestapo, richly deserves a reputation an the 
ott fanatically anti-homosexual nesber of the Mari leadership. 
On October 11, 1936, he gave a speech on the subject of homosani~ 
ality and described the murder of BBhn (which he bad engineered) 
in these terme: “Ivo years ago, . .xhen it became necessary, we 


id not hesitate to strike this plague with death, even within 
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our own ranks." iiimlor closed with these words: 

Gust as we today have gone back to the ancient Germanic 

view on the question of marriage mixing different races, 

#0 too in our judgment of horosexuality—= symptom of 

degeneracy which could destroy our race——we must return 

to the guiding Nordic principle: extermination of degen- 

erates. Germany stands and falls vith the purity of 

the race, (17) 
A few months earlier, timer had prepared for action by reor~ 
ganizing the entize state police into three divisions, the poli- 
tical emoutive, Division IT, was directly responsible for the 
control of “illegal partios and organizations, leagues and eco- 
homie groups, reactionaries and the Church, freemasonry, and 
homosexuality, "28 

Miemer personally favored the immediate “extermination of 

dogeneraton,” but he was not empowered to order executions, For 


the time being, homosexual 





re merely required to sorve out 
their prison sentences (although second offenders vere subject. 
to castration). uowever, Hisaler found a way around this ob- 


utacle, ' Following release from prison, all “enemies of the 





cate" 
srinoluding honosexuals—were to be taken into protective custody 
and detained indefinitely. "Protective custody" (Schutzhaft) was 
‘© euphemism for concentration camp internment. Himmler gave special 
ordera that homosexuals be placed in Level 3'camps, human death 
mills reserved for Jews and homosexuals. In 1937, Himmler added 
a codicil dealing with homosexuals apprehended within the sS+ 

After serving the sentence imposed by the court, they will, 


upon my instructions, be taken to a concentration camp and 
there shot while attempting to escape. (19) 


3 
‘The official SS newspaper, Das Sciwarze Korps, announced in 
1937 that there were two million German homosexuals and called 
for their interment in concentration camps.20 the extent to which 
Wimaler succeaded in this undertaking is unknowm, but the number 
was far in excess of the 50,000 who served jail sentences. ‘the 
Gestapo dispatched hundreds to camps without trial. Moreover, 
“protective custody” was enforced retroactively, so that any homo- 
Sexual who had ever cone to the attention of the police prior to 
the Third Reich was subject to immediate internnent.?1 (the police 
of one Berlin district alone had an index of 30,000 homosexuals in 
1940.22) and beginning with the Anschluss (annexation) of Austria 
An 1938, honosexuals from Wasi-cccupled countries were also interned 
in German camps,23 
‘The chances for survival in a Level 3 camp vere low indoed, 
Homosexuals were distinguished from other prisoners by a pink tri- 
angle about three-and-one~half inches high, worn on the Lett aide 
of the jacket and on the right trouser leg. To make honosexualy 
more readily distinguishable 
Larger than the yellow triangles wor by Jeve or red triangles 


Pink triangles were about an inch 





worn by political prisoners.?4 there was no possibility of "pass~ 
dng" as a heterosexual, and the presence of "narked men" in the 
all-male camp population evoked the sane reaction as in modern 
prisons: honosexsals ware brutally assaulted and sexually abused. 
one survivor wrote 


During the first weeks of my imprisonsent, I often thought 
Twas the only available target on whom everyone was free 


a4 


to vent Kis aguressions, ‘Things improved when I was. 
assigned to 2 labor detail that worked outside the camp 
at Metz, because everything tock place in public view. 
Iwas made clerk of the labor detail, which meant that 
X Worked all day and then locked aftar the records at 
the guardhouse between midnight and two a.m. Because 
Of this "overtine," I was allowed seconds at lunch— 

Af any food vas left over. This is the fact to vhich 

¥ probably ove my survival... . I sav quite a number 
of pink triangles. 1 don't know how they were eventually 
killed, .. . One day they were just gone. (25) 





Concentration camp interment served a twofold purpot 





the labor 
Pover of prisoners boosted the national econosy significantly, 
and undesirables could be efficiently Liguidated by the single 
expediont of reducing their food rations to slightly below the 
subsistence level, One survivor wrote of witnessing "Project 
Pink" at his camp 

‘ho homosenuals were grouped into Liquidation commando! 

and placed under triple camp discipline, ‘That meant lems 

food, more work, stricter supervision. If a prisoner 


with a pink triangle becane sick, it spelled his doom, 
Admission to the cline was forbisden, (26) 





‘the first authentic account of concentration camp internment 
appeared in the German honophile magazine Humanitas in 1954, rte 
‘author was a physician, L, D. Claassen von Neudegg, who had been 

tmprleoned at Sachsenhausen, These are excerpts fron his account? 


After roll call on the evening of June 20, 1942, an order 
was suddenly givent "All prisoners with the pink triangle 
will remain standing at attention!" We steod on the desolate, 
broad square, and fron sonovhere a warn sumer breeze carried 
‘the sweat fragrance of resin and wood fron the regions of 
freedom) but ve couldn't savor it, because our throate wore 
hot and dry from fear. Then the guardhouse door of the com 
mand tover opened, and an SS officer and some of his lackies 
‘Strode'toward us. Our detail comander barked: “three hun- 
dred criminal deviants, present as ordered!" We vere regis~ 
tered, and then it vas revealed to us that in accordance with 
an order from the Reichsfthrung $5, cur category was to be put 





and we would be trans 
ferred as a unit to the Klinker Brickworks the folloving 

tory! Me shuddered, for the 
human death mill was more than feared... 

Forced to drag along twenty corpses, the rest of us on— 
orusted with blood, we entered the Klinker works. 

We had been here for almost two sonths, but it seemed 
Like endless years to us. then we were “transferred” 
here, ve bad numbered around 300 men, Whips were used 
more frequently each moming, when we were forced down 
into the clay pits mder the wailing of the camp sirens. 
“only fifty are still alive," whispered the man next to 
me. "Stay in the middlethen you won't get hit #0 much." 

‘The escapees had been brought back. “Homo” vas scravied 
scornfully across their clothing for their last march 
through the camp. To increase their thirst, they were 
forced to eat oversalted food, and then they were placed 
fon the block and whipped. Aftervarde, druns were hung 
around their necks, vhich they to beat while shouting, 
“Wurrah, we're back!" The three nen vere hanged, 

Summer, 1944. One morning there was an eruption of 
restlessness anong the patients of the hospital barracks 
where I worked. Fear and uncertainty had arisen fron 
Yumors about new measures on the part of the $5 hospital 
adninistration. At the administration's order, the col 
rier of the political division had requisitioned certain 
medical records, and now he was arriving at the camp for 
delivery. Fever charts shot upy the sick vere seized 
with a gnawing fear. After a few days, the avful mystery 
of the records was solved. Experinents had been ordered 
Anvelving living subjects and phosphorus: methods of 
treating phosphorus burns ware to be developed and tested, 
T must be silent about the effects of this series of ax 
periments, which procesded with unspeakable pain, fear, 
Blood, and tears, for it is inposstble to put the misery 
into words. (27) 





Four years after the publication of tieudegy's account, the West 
German Institut flr Zelegeschichte (Institute of Hoge tistory) 
iasued the autobiographicsl Jottings of Rudolf lbs, adjutant and 
commander of the concentration came at Sachseshausen and, Later, 
Auschuite, they verify Seudego's account in many detaiisy these 


are the words of Hse: 


us 


At Sachseshausen, the honosexuals were segregated in a 
‘special section as a matter of course. They were also 

put to Work separately from the other prisoners, They 
worked in the clay pits of the Xlinker Works. it was 
hard work, and each one had to produce a definite quota. 
‘They vere continually exposed to the elenents, for a 
certain nunber of loads had to be delivered daily. The 
Lin work could not be interrupted because of a lack of 
xav naterials, so they simply had to work regardless of 
Weather, sumer and winter... « 

While those willing to changs, those vho had the strong 
will for it, were also able to withstand the hardest work, 
the others slovly fell apart at a rate that depended upon 
individual constitution, Since they could not or would 
not give up their vice, they knew they vould never be 
xeleased, This extremely poverful psychological factor 
hastened the physical collapse of these individuals, who 
usually had a frail constitution. If one lost his "friend" 
through sickness or death, you could see it was all over, 
Many committed suicide. The “friend” meant everything to 
these creatures in this situation. On several occasions 
two friends connitted suicide together. (28) 





But the death of other pink triangles was nore brutal, Another 


survivor gave this accounts 





+ ++ Ho was a young and healthy man. The first evening’ 
Foll call after he vas added to our penal company wae hin 
last. Wan he arrived, he was seized and ridiculed, then 
beaten and kicked, and finally spat upon, Me suffered 
alone and in silence. Then they put hin under a cold 
shower, It was a frosty winter evening, and he stood 
‘outside the barracks all through that long, bitterly cold 
night. When soming came, his breathing had becone an 
andible rattle. Bronchial pneumonia was later given as 
the cause of his death, But before it had cone to that, 
he was again beaten and kicked, Then he was tied to a 
post and placed under an arc lamp until he began to sveat, 

din put under a cold shower, and soon, we died toward 
‘evening. (29) < 


‘This was the practice in the concentration camps at Sachansanhausen, 














Nateweiler, Pihiablttel, Neumistrun, Sonnenburg, Dachau, Lichten= 
burg, Mauthausen, Ravensbriick, Neuengamme, Grossrosen--canps where 
homosexuals are known to have been interned.?0 in the final months 


aw 
Of the war, the men with pink triangles received brief military 
training: they were to be sent out as cannon fodder in the last- 
ALtch defense of the fatherland. The ruthlessness of the Nacis 
culminated in actions so perversely vindictive as to be almost 
incomprehensible. Ten youths arrested for stealing coal at a 
railroad station were taken into protective custody and auly 
placed in a concentration camp, Shocked that such innocent boys 
Were forced to sleep in a barracks also occupied by pink triangl 





the $8 guards chose what must have seemed to them the lesser of 
tewo evils: they tock the youths aside and gave them fatal injec 
tions of morphine.32 morality was saved. 


‘The self-righteousness that could prompt this type of action 





cute through the entire ideology glorifying racial purity and ex 
termination of dagenerates to reveal stark fear of homosexuality. 
Something of this fear was echoed in the statement of Hitler cited 
shove, 20 different in its tone from the propagandiatic cant of 


Mimnler's exiortations. While Wimeler sav homosexuals ax congeni~ 





tal cowards and wesklings, Hitler could at least imagine thom as 
‘ithe best and the most manly of characters*--and therefore as espe~ 
ctalty threatening. With their relentless emphasis upon strength, 
purity, cleanliness, and masculine comradeship, the Nasi Minnerbtindo 
{ati-mate groups) surely contained a strong element of deoply re~ 
pressed honoeroticisn; the dagree of repression was evidenced by 

the vehenence of the Nazi reaction to those who were overtly homo- 
sexual, the biblical scapegoat was the sacrificial animal upon 


us 
Whose head the anorphous quilt of the entire community was placed, 
Homosexuals served precisely this function in the Third Reich, 
‘The ideological rationale for homosexual genocide was quite 
another matter. According to the doctrine of social Darwinism, 
only the fittest were meant to survive, and the law of the jungle 


was the final arbiter of human history, If the Germans were 





destined to become the master race ty virtue of inherent biologi~ 
cal superiority, the breeding stock could only be improved by the 
vomoval of, to use Priedlinder's word, Kimerlinge, % ayatem of 
ranking women according to the number of their offspring vas devined 
by Minister of the Interior Withels Prick, who demanded that homo- 
noxuals "be hunted dom mercilessly, for their vice can only lead 
to the demise of the German people."?? liimler recounted to his 

85 generals the ancient Germanic node of execution for homosexuals 
drowning in boga——and added: “that was no punishment, merely the 
extinction of an abnomal life. it had to be removed just au we 


Pull up atinging nettles, tos them on a heap and burn them."33 





‘There 1s a certain affinity between the "third sex" ideology 





of Ulriche and Hirschfeld and the biologistic argument for honosexual 
genocide advanced by Hiimaler, Both turned on the idea that homo 
sexuats are congenttally different from either men or vowen) but 

Af this, for the Scientificnumanitarian Comittee, was a reason 

for arguing that homosexuals should be accepted on the sana basis 

fas the two other sexes, it was for the Waris sufficient grounds 


for extermination. It is interesting to note that Himuler was at 


an 
one time an animal breeder (actually = chicken farmer) and thus 


perhaps predisposed to find a “third sex" worse than useles 





Hitler, on the other hand, was the Nazi visionary and an erstvaile 
artist) and there is a truly striking affinity between his views 


fon homosexuality and those of Friedlander and Sl0her, These male) 





supremacists wanted to create a ni Hellas peopled by strong, naked) 
but chaste men, inspired by heroism and capsble of leadership. 
But the elitism of the Community of the Special (Geminschaft der 
Higenen) posed 4 threat to the folk community (Volkegeneinschaft) 
sought by the Nazis) it was a state within a state, It is a com 
monplace to observe that progressive ideas of the pro-tant ora 
wore assimilated and transformed into their very opposites by the 
Nazis; this supplanting of a powitive value by ite negative over 
time has been termed the dialectic of enlightennent.22 

Although the Nazi polley on honosemiality can be intexproted 
both ideologically and psychologically, in terms of conscious and 
subconscious processes, it must also be seen against the background 
of the social and sexual revolution which had transforned Germany 
during the preceding decades, Modernization had cone so quickly 
‘and had produced such glaring contradictions that by 1929, the situ- 
‘ation could only be brought under control by making a great leap 
forvard—or back. The Nazis carried out @ "conservative revolution” 
which attempted to restore the discipline, the community, and the 
morality of = bygone era. For twelve years the clock was stopped) 
but history has shown that tine was on the side of the homosexual 


emancipation movement and other movenents for social progress. 
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